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Minutes of a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Town of Blackstone, Virginia, held in the 

Council Chambers located at 100 W. Elm Street, Blackstone, Virginia on Monday, January 23, 

2017 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 There Were Present: 

 

           Mayor: William D. Coleburn  

 

Council Members: Wade Hamner, Lee Scott, Ben Green, Barbara Thompson, 

Alfred Tucker, Eric Nash, Sam Moncure 

    

Town Staff: Philip Vannoorbeeck, Town Manager; Jennifer Daniel, 

Clerk; Jennifer Hardy, Finance Director; Gweneth Procise, 

Treasurer; Nicholas Kuzmiak, Police Chief; Dion Tomer, 

Fire Chief; Tony Mayton, Sgt. 

      Town Attorney:  

 

Those Absent: Councilman Green, Chief Kuzmiak 

 

Mayor Coleburn called the January Council Meeting to order.  

 

Councilwoman Thompson delivered the Invocation. 

 

Mayor Coleburn led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Mayor Coleburn advised Councilman Green had the flu so in the event of a tie the Mayor would 

break the tie. 

 

Mayor Coleburn said he would be remiss if he did not advise tonight for the first time this 

meeting is being videotaped and will be placed on the Town of Blackstone’s website.  He said 

this is one of the many ways we plan to increase access to our meetings in the coming year. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

Loan Application – Virginia Tobacco Commission 

 

Notice of Public Hearing 

Town of Blackstone 

 

The Blackstone Town Council shall hold a Public Hearing on January 23, 2017 at 7:00 p.m., or 

as soon thereafter as practical in the Town Council Chambers, 100 W. Elm Street, Blackstone, 

Va.  The purpose of the Public Hearing is to consider a loan application prepared by the Town 

and submitted to the Virginia Tobacco Indemnification Commission.  The loan proceeds, if the 

application is successful, would be used for the revitalization of the VUMAC facility by The 

Gables, LLC, a private firm.   
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Mayor Coleburn advised this is a much-publicized application for up to $5 Million of Tobacco 

Funds to aid a developer seeking to renovate the Blackstone College for Girls also known as 

VUMAC. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised on January 9th the Virginia Tobacco Commission authorized a 

loan to the applicants, which is the Town of Blackstone, we are merely a pass through and will 

then be forwarded to the Gables of Blackstone, LLC.  He said if underwriting goes as expected 

the application will be eligible for up to $5 Million in loan money.  He added it has been 

explained to us on multiple occasions the Town of Blackstone is not responsible to repay the 

loan in the event of unforeseen circumstances, it will be the future owners of the property to 

repay the loan.   

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised the application is through the Tobacco Commission but the loan 

will be handled by the Virginia Resources Authority.   

 

Mayor Coleburn asked if there was anyone here to speak for or against the loan application. 

 

Mayor Coleburn closed the Public Hearing. 

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to approve the loan application and authorize those that 

need to sign do so in order to proceed.  

 

Councilman Nash asked who would need to sign.  Manger Vannoorbeeck replied he believed it 

would be him but in a bond closing there is a place for the Mayor and the Town Attorney.   

 

The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Thompson. 

 

Mayor Coleburn advised this is our best hope, we all know we cherish that facility, at one time it 

brought 20,000 visitors to Blackstone.  He said it is a little different for us to aid a private 

developer, but one thing he was impressed by was statewide the entire pool of money available 

was $5 Million and they awarded the entire pool to the VUMAC Project.  Manager 

Vannoorbeeck replied they are eligible for the full amount but he did not think they would get 

the entire amount.  He said there were two other applications in play but not nearly as advanced 

with a business plan as this one. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Absent 

  Councilman Green   - Absent 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

 



3 

 

Section 50-57 – Laying Sidewalks 

 

Notice of Public Hearing 

Town of Blackstone 

 

The Blackstone Town Council shall hold a Public Hearing on January 23, 2017 at 7:00 p.m., or 

as soon thereafter as practical in the Town Council Chambers, 100 W. Elm Street, Blackstone, 

Va.  The purpose of the Public Hearing is to consider an ordinance amending and reenacting 

Section 50-57 of the Blackstone Town Code.  Specifically, the proposed ordinance would 

eliminate the assessment to private property owners for the construction of sidewalks, under 

certain conditions.   

 

Mayor Coleburn advised this Public Hearing is if the property owner pays for ½ of curb and 

gutter in front of their house, sidewalk would be free.   

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised the current Ordinance charges 50% for curb and gutter to the 

property owner.  He said the current Ordinance for sidewalks includes the property owner also 

paying 50%.  

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised while working on several projects he was having a hard time 

convincing people to pay for sidewalk since they are really intended for public use. He said we 

would like to have a sidewalk system throughout Town and thought this proposed Ordinance 

would help facilitate. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked if there was anyone here to speak for or against the proposed policy. 

 

Mr. Waymond Mitchell 

 

Mr. Mitchell said he gets complaints from people that walk from Tenth Street to Walmart, 

sidewalk is needed badly there.  Mayor Coleburn replied that is one of our targeted areas, it is on 

our radar screen.  Manager Vannoorbeeck added they have made application for Revenue Share 

from Bagley to Sixth Street, Sixth to Eighth Street and Eighth to Tenth Street.  He said Revenue 

Share is half State and half Town payments. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised the section from Tenth to Fair Street is on VDOT’s radar and 

what the Town did recently was adopt Urban Development Areas that will allow the Town to 

apply for Smart Scale Funding, which is 100% state money. 

 

Mayor Coleburn clarified this Public Hearing is if curb and gutter are being paid for, sidewalk 

would be free. 

 

Mayor Coleburn closed the Public Hearing. 
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Councilman Moncure advised to put in a block of sidewalk 5’ wide and 450’ is an average block 

in Town and costs the Town $10,000.00.  He said these sidewalks while people resist them, also 

increase the property value.  He said people have a vested interest and are not asked to pay for 

them right now, it can be a lien on the property.   

 

Councilman Moncure said it was noble that we want to do this but it is another case where we 

are giving away a little more and is a creeping cost of doing Town business.  He would rather see 

this money put into other projects like fire trucks, garbage trucks, other things more necessary 

than sidewalks that people are not using anyway. 

 

Councilman Scott entered the meeting at 7:13 p.m. 

 

Councilman Moncure said he would like to see it left the way it is, but he is one person. 

 

Mayor Coleburn said back in the late 90s, if you notice behind VUMAC coming from the 

parking lot all the way up Fourth Street there are nice sidewalks and renaissance street lamps.  

He said Council at that time agreed but if the new developers experience good investment the 

agreement 20 years ago, was that the VUMAC project between Fourth Street and along College 

Avenue would also have sidewalk and renaissance lighting, he asked to get that on record.   

 

Mayor Coleburn advised Lunenburg Avenue and College Avenue need sidewalk because of 

narrow streets, high volume and high speed. 

 

Councilman Nash asked how many blocks a year would be done.  Manager Vannoorbeeck 

replied doing two blocks a year would be logical. 

 

Councilman Nash asked where would it stop, with the new policy suppose the floodgates open 

and people want sidewalk.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied he would stick with the Street 

Committee and find the most pressing need. 

 

Councilman Nash asked if it would increase the likelihood to install more curb and gutter with 

free sidewalk.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied he was not sure, not everybody wants sidewalk in 

front of their house. 

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to proceed with the new policy and refer the plan for future 

curb/gutter and sidewalk to the Street and Light Committee. 

 

Councilman Moncure suggested tabling this issue until the Street and Light Committee could 

discuss further. 

 

The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Thompson. 

 

Mayor Coleburn advised this does not mean you have to have sidewalks, the Town will not make 

you install sidewalks. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Moncure   - Nay 

  Councilman Hamner   - Nay 

  Councilman Scott   - Abstain 

  Councilman Green   - Absent 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

 

Councilman Scott abstained because he entered the meeting late and did not hear the entire 

conversation. 

 

 

VISITORS 

 

Mr. Waymond Mitchell 

 

Mr. Mitchell said he had a petition for raising the penalties on the utilities.  He said this was 

originally for changing the due dates for utilities and since then the increase for penalties was 

slipped in there.  He said this should have been discussed before the increase was made. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked Mr. Mitchell if he wished to present the petition to Council.  Mr. Mitchell 

replied yes. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked roughly how many people signed the petition.  Mr. Mitchell replied about 

200 and Mr. Johnson had more but had to go out of Town today and he couldn’t get them all. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked generally speaking are the signatures those of Town residents or utility 

customers.  Mr. Mitchell replied town residents. 

 

Mr. Mitchell said this is the first action by the Police Chaplain, we are here to present two men 

of the year and church of the year. 

 

Mr. Mitchell said the first award goes to Pastor Warren of Spring Hill Baptist Church for his 

great outreach services.   

 

Mayor Coleburn presented the certificate and gift to Pastor Warren. 

 

Mayor Coleburn thanked the members of Spring Hill and Pastor Warren for all they do.   

 

Pastor Warren thanked the Police Chaplains and Council for all their support, he said we are only 

doing what God has called us to do.  He said how can you be a Church in the community and not 

support the community. 
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Mr. Mitchell said all the officers are qualified for the next award but thought the Chief deserved 

it with everything being changed over at the Police Department and the outreach he has headed 

up. 

 

Mayor Coleburn presented the certificate and gift to Sgt. Mayton on behalf of Chief Kuzmiak.  

He asked everyone to give Sgt. Mayton a hand because he is on the frontlines.  

 

Mr. Mitchell advised the final award goes to Spring Hill Baptist Church, which he is a part of.   

 

Mayor Coleburn presented a certificate and gift to a Deacon from the Church. 

 

Mayor Coleburn said there are a lot of great churches in Town, but Spring Hill Baptist when we 

talk about local outreach, they are hard to beat. 

 

Mayor Coleburn thanked Mr. Mitchell, he said sometimes he comes up and ruffles our feathers 

but he keeps us on our toes and we appreciate it. 

 

 

Mrs. Wilma Rutledge Townsend 

 

Mrs. Townsend said she had a problem with the Town and Mr. Duncanson.  She said she owns 

401 and 403 Mann Street and Mr. Duncanson owns the property next to her, which are 

apartments. 

 

Mrs. Townsend said on October 5th the Town employees went on her property and cut down the 

sound and sight barrier between Mr. Duncanson’s property, the apartment complex, and her 

property.   

 

Mayor Coleburn asked if this was done in error.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied it was too 

much, we had cut around the power lines on the Cryor’s Road end.  Mrs. Townsend advised 

there are no power lines at her end. 

 

Mrs. Townsend advised her daughter called her about the trees being cut and she called Manager 

Vannoorbeeck asking why they were cut.  She said her and her husband, Mr. Rutledge, came to 

Council previously and it was voted that a barrier would be in place in order to have the 

apartments.   

 

Mrs. Townsend advised that on Mr. Duncanson’s say so the Town cut the trees down.  She said 

she has talked to Manager Vannoorbeeck several times about having Mr. Duncanson put 

something back as part of his agreement.   She said Mr. Duncanson did not want to do anything 

but Mr. Duncanson did ask Manager Vannoorbeeck to contact her to see if Mr. Duncanson could 

put some trees up in the spring.  She said that is not ok with her, she had already been through 

that with Mr. Duncanson watching the previous trees grow to where they were, there was no 

need for them to be cut down.   
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Mrs. Townsend advised she did not live on that property anymore, her daughter and 

grandchildren live there now.  She said they have a pool and large deck and that was their 

primary concern for safety and well-being for her children and grandchildren when the 

apartments went on that street.   

 

Mrs. Townsend said she told Manager Vannoorbeeck today that he could put a fence on her land 

if Mr. Duncanson didn’t want it on his land. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for clarification about protecting her children and grandchildren, is that 

for them to swim in privacy.  Mrs. Townsend replied yes, absolutely.   

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised this area was already zoned R-3 so this request was voted on by 

the Board of Zoning Appeals.  He said the initial setback was 40’ and Mr. Duncanson asked the 

BZA to vary the setback to 20’ from Mrs. Townsend’s property.  He read the motion: 

 

Board Member Wilkins made a motion to approve the request of O.D. Duncanson for a variance 

on his property located on Mann Street that would allow for a 20’ setback and that Mr. 

Duncanson put up a barrier agreeable to Mr. and Mrs. Rutledge. 

 

Councilman Nash said as it was explained to him the trees were cut under the authorization of 

Mr. Duncanson.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied correct, Mr. Duncanson was out there and 

asked the guys to cut them. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised there is a powerline on the Cryor’s Road end, a few years ago, 

Mr. Duncanson asked for help trimming around the lines, he called this year and Manager 

Vannoorbeeck advised Mr. Duncanson to get in touch with Mr. Dan Martin.  Manager 

Vannoorbeeck said he did not go out there and did not investigate.  He said Mr. Martin did not 

know these trees were barriers. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked since the Town was part of the problem, how much would we be looking 

at that would be pleasing to Mrs. Townsend.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied he went to a local 

company today and looked at some 6’ bushes, but did not think they were going to be adequate 

enough to screen, but the bushes were well over $100.00 a piece. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked how much is needed.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied about 40’.   

 

Mayor Coleburn asked Manager Vannoorbeeck for any possible solutions.  Manager 

Vannoorbeeck replied one option is building a fence, that meets the screen.  He said Mr. 

Duncanson is resistant on all accounts to build a fence.  He said an immediate solution is not 

planting trees because they are only 6’ tall and need to be 12’ tall. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised ultimately it will have to be an enforcement issue to get it done.  

He said Mrs. Townsend came to him today and offered to let the Town put the fence on her 

property. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked if the fence could be split 50/50.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied he was 

proposing Mr. Duncanson pay for the materials and Town forces erect the fence.   

 

Councilman Scott made a motion to authorize Manager Vannoorbeeck to expedite a solution 

and bring back to Council for a vote in February.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilwoman Thompson. 

 

Councilman Nash asked if the solution could be put into action within 30 days. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Absent 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

 

 

Councilman Nash said he did not feel Mrs. Townsend should have to put the solution on her 

property, it should be on Mr. Duncanson’s property.  Mrs. Townsend replied she was just trying 

to get something resolved.  She said when it comes to her children and grandchildren then put it 

on her land. 

 

 

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT 

 

Chief Tomer advised the suburban or pick-up truck was ordered from Sheehy on Friday.   

 

Councilman Nash asked when it would arrive.  Chief Tomer replied probably two months, then it 

would have to be outfitted.  He said the truck is an F250. 

 

Chief Tomer advised their sales rep for turn-out gear just had cardiac surgery a few days ago, but 

provided information to the best of his ability and then they went to the Fire Store to outfit the 

rest of the turn-out gear with the $20,000.00 Capital Outlay money. 

 

Chief Tomer advised for 6 sets it is slightly over $20,000.00, he offered the Fire Department 

would cover anything over the $20,000.00. 

 

Councilman Nash asked if it would come from the Fire Programs money, it is an extra $412.00.  

Chief Tomer replied it could, they had not received the 2016 or 2017 allocation but right now if 

there is any money in there it is low. 
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Councilman Nash asked if this was the only quote received.  Chief Tomer replied they are the 

only representative that sells their spec of turn-out gear.   

 

Councilman Moncure asked if they were limited to one brand of turn-out gear.  Chief Tomer 

replied you can use different brands but they would look mix matched. 

 

Councilman Moncure asked if this was a beauty contest.  Chief Tomer replied no, this brand has 

served well for ten plus years.  He said the only thing that is branded is the coat and pants, 

everything else is more open. 

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to approve purchasing the 6 sets of turn-out gear from 

Municipal Emergency Services and pay the extra $412.90 from whatever fund necessary 

through the Town.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Scott. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Absent 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

 

Chief Tomer advised it was brought up at the Business Meeting, Tanker 7 is surplus and the 

pump is not functioning on the Tanker.  He said they would get more money for the Tanker if the 

pump was replaced/fixed, right now it is just a water tender.  He said the membership agreed to 

pay to repair the Tanker and asked if they could use the Capital Outlay Fire Apparatus Fund.  He 

said they did not want to use their money because they plan to refund themselves with the sale of 

the truck. 

 

Councilman Nash asked what would be the price difference from selling the truck as is or being 

repaired.  Chief Tomer replied it would be $5,000.00+ more and he received a quote today for 

the repair for $2,400.00. 

 

Councilman Scott made a motion to approve the Fire Department using the Capital Outlay 

Fire Apparatus Fund to pay for the pump repair on Tanker 7.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilman Moncure. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Absent 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

 

Councilman Nash asked if Truck 9 was doing ok.  Chief Tomer replied the hydraulic pump was 

causing the issue and it was retrofitted, they are trying to figure something out because there are 

no schematics for the pump. 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

Councilman Moncure made a motion to dispense with reading and approve as presented the 

Minutes from the Regular Council Meeting on November 21, 2016. The motion was seconded 

by Councilman Nash. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Absent 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

 

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS 

 

Mayor Coleburn stated the bills that have already been paid are in the amount of $413,212.10.   

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to approve the bills that have already been paid in the 

amount of $413,212.10.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Scott. 

 

Councilman Nash advised there was an invoice from J.L. Surveying, have we contacted the 

property owner.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied he had talked to the property owner and it was 

agreeable for the Town to continue using despite it being Mr. Doug Fisher’s property at the front.  

He said Mr. Fisher was ok with the Town using it but insisted the Town keep it graveled and 

plowed. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Absent 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

 

 

Mayor Coleburn stated the bills not yet approved but to be paid are in the amount of 

$176,762.75. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised Councilman Nash brought to his attention a Lawn Solutions 

invoice for fertilizing, it is listed as the Armory but it is actually for the Medical Center. 

 

Councilwoman Thompson made a motion to approve the bills to be paid in the amount of 

$176,762.75.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Tucker. 

 

Councilman Moncure asked about the Police Department, Galls, LLC in the amounts of $305.00 

and $98.00 for a command shirt and zed jacket.  Sgt. Mayton replied it is probably uniforms for 

the new officers. 

 

Councilman Moncure asked if one shirt was $305.00.  Sgt. Mayton replied it would be more than 

one shirt. 

 

Councilman Nash said under recreation there is an invoice from Critter Gitter for bee removal.  

Finance Director Hardy replied they are late on their billing but it just came in. 

 

Councilman Nash asked about an invoice from Farmville Wholesale, what is a MOG base.  

Manager Vannoorbeeck replied he did not know, he would check into this. 

 

Councilman Moncure commended Manager Vannoorbeeck and Finance Director Hardy for 

helping control costs and answering questions to make things clearer.  He said we have come a 

long way over the years in controlling the spending. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Absent 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Mayor Coleburn advised Councilman Green asked the recommendations from the Account and 

Finance and Buildings, Property and Cemetery be delayed until February since he is the 

Chairman of both. 

 

Mayor Coleburn said he had two questions, not for a vote, but there was a request for salary 

recommendations for police officers and a request for tourism.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied 

copies of both were at Council’s desk. 

 

Account & Finance – met on 1-11-17 & 1-12-17 – minutes included in January’s Council Packet 

 

 

Buildings, Property & Cemetery – met on 1-19-17 – minutes included in January’s Council 

Packet 

 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

1. Progressive Engineering Maintenance Contract 

 

Mayor Coleburn advised this request is for engineering services on an as needed basis.  He said 

Progressive Engineering is the company that helps with the Town’s electrical issues. 

 

Councilman Nash asked if this was the only company out there.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied 

it is not the only company but they have been with the Town for years, they know our system. 

 

Councilman Nash made motion to approve the Consent Agenda item.  The motion was 

seconded by Councilman Moncure. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Absent 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

1. Board of Zoning Appeals Member 

 

Mayor Coleburn advised Mr. Lewis Johnson was nominated as a member of the Board of 

Zoning Appeals but has since asked to withdraw his name.  

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised there is a quorum now but another name is needed.  Mayor 

Coleburn replied a recommendation will be brought back for a vote next month. 

 

 

2. Asphalt Patching – Award Bids 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised we advertised for asphalt patching, this is not specific to one 

project, this is for an annual contract for services as needed.   

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised we received only one bid from Colony Construction.  He 

added on the bid tab where it says flexible, that is for milling. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked Manager Vannoorbeeck if he was comfortable with the bidding 

process and if the prices were reasonable.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied yes. 

 

Councilman Moncure made a motion to award the asphalt patching to Colony 

Construction at $95.00 a ton on an as needed basis.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilman Tucker. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Absent 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

 

 

3. Weatherization Assistance Program Design 

 

Mayor Coleburn advised there is $25,000.00 in the budget to help residents through this 

Weatherization Program 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said the purpose is to assist occupied dwellings in the project area of 

the Town, project area being town wide, reduce electrical consumption. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said the terms would be paying back over a 5-year term, a deed of 

trust recorded and not to exceed $10,000.00 without approval from Council. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said ultimately what we want to see is as the payments are coming in 

it will eventually be self-perpetuating as a revolving loan and the Town won’t have to keep 

putting money back in. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked who was on the Housing Rehab Board.  Manager Vannoorbeeck 

replied himself, it was Jennifer Beck and assumed it would be her successor, Mr. Earl 

Howerton and Ms. Earlene Powell. 

 

Councilman Moncure asked if there is a situation where payments are not being kept up what 

is the recourse.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied we proceed with collections, we can enforce 

the deed of trust and it could be a foreclosure. 

 

Mayor Coleburn said the good thing is it is helping private property owners and some cases 

landlords, but it shows that Council takes seriously the complaints from the low to moderate 

income citizens that are having a hard time.  He commended Manager Vannoorbeeck. 

 

Mrs. Carolyn Davis asked if this would target owner occupied.  Manager Vannoorbeeck 

replied the priority is owner occupied but it is not to say at a later date we would not consider 

rental properties but then the landlord would have to maintain a low to moderate income 

tenant. 

 

Mayor Coleburn believed 65% of the homes in Blackstone are not owner occupied. 
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Councilman Nash asked about rental inspections.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied Mrs. 

Wilson had been working on the East End Project and after that they would start on rental 

inspections. 

 

Councilwoman Thompson made a motion to approve the Weatherization Assistance 

Program Design.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Nash. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Absent 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

 

 

4. Pickett Court Traffic Study 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised we can enforce the 15 MPH speed limit if a proper traffic 

study is performed.  He said he called B&B Consultants and they have a subcontractor that 

performs these studies and their proposal is included.  He advised the company is Ramey 

Kemp & Associates and would be working for B&B Consultants.  He said the cost of the 

traffic study would be $2,750.00.   

 

Mayor Coleburn clarified this will allow the Town to enforce the 15 MPH speed limit in 

Pickett Court. 

 

Councilman Moncure asked if the Town could do their own study.  Manager Vannoorbeeck 

replied the Town did the traffic count through the Police Department. 

 

Councilman Moncure said it seems like a lot of money for what we already know the answer 

to. 

 

Councilman Nash asked if Task #5 could be cut out for $750.00, meeting with the Town 

Manager.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied he would cut that out, they don’t need to come to 

the Town Office. 

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to approve the traffic study by Ramey Kemp and 

Associates in the amount of $2,000.00 and exclude Task #5 for $750.00.  The motion was 

seconded by Councilman Hamner. 

 

Councilwoman Thompson asked if the speed could be reduced on Main Street, she thought it 

should be 15 MPH.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied it would require a traffic study. 
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Manager Vannoorbeeck advised VDOT is not supportive of a truck route around downtown. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Absent 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

 

 

ON-GOING PROJECTS 

 

1. Dilapidated Buildings 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised one of the houses is the burned home owned by Councilman 

Tucker.  He said Councilman Tucker has asked the Fire Department to burn down the residue 

and the Fire Department asked that an asbestos review be conducted.  

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said there are two other structures 116 Taylor Street and 706 N. Center 

Street, the judge has ordered these two properties be demolished. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised Councilman Tucker would make payments towards the 

$1,600.00.  He said WACO, Inc. was the low bidder for asbestos removal for $5,200.00 total.  

He said the other two will have liens put on the property. 

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to proceed with WACO, Inc. for asbestos removal at 116 

Taylor, 501 Center Street and 706 N. Center Street in the amount of $5,200.00.  The motion 

was seconded by Councilman Scott. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Absent 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Abstain 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 
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2. Meals Tax 

 

Mayor Coleburn advised everyone was paid in full except for Huddle House. 

 

Councilman Moncure asked what the progress on bankruptcy was.  Treasurer Procise replied it is 

still with Attorney Bacon. 

 

Councilman Nash asked Manager Vannoorbeeck to inform on the status. 

 

 

3. Street Improvement Projects 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised curb and gutter and sidewalks are being installed on Brunswick 

Avenue.  He said it was not his intention to start this quick but the Gilmore’s built the new house 

on the corner of Seventh Street and needed the sidewalk done.  He said we are still working on 

the property at the end of the block on Brunswick Avenue that was not in agreement of the 

sidewalk. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised crews would be installing a handicap ramp at Dr. Bradshaw’s 

office, two people have fallen there. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said we will have to encroach on Dr. Bradshaw a little bit because they 

own the sidewalks downtown.  He said Dr. Bradshaw asked that his sign be moved further back 

because people have a hard time seeing around it. 

 

Councilman Moncure said the property on Brunswick Avenue, Council has voted already on 

their intention.  He said he would like to instruct Manager Vannoorbeeck to send the letter 

notifying the property owner of Council’s intention.  He said we need to stick to our guns and do 

what needs to be done. 

 

Mayor Coleburn said the motion was to continue the sidewalks as is in front of Ms. Marcella 

Bullock’s. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said Ms. Bullock nor her son liked the idea of the sidewalk encroaching 

so close to their property.  He said they came up with an option and he presented to Council last 

month, which Council did not approve. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked if the sidewalk would be on Town property.  Manager Vannoorbeeck 

replied yes but we will have to enter Ms. Bullock’s property to tie into her sidewalk.  He said the 

Bullock’s sent an email that they were agreeable to the curb but no sidewalk.   

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised when someone is not interested in this process you must provide 

a letter advising them of the meeting and give them 15-day notice. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked to send a certified letter and a phone call.   
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Manager Vannoorbeeck advised the Bullock’s agreed by phone today to snake the sidewalk and 

no grassy strip between the curb and gutter. 

 

Mayor Coleburn said Council is on record as continuing sidewalk straight ahead, is Council 

willing to make a deviation.  Councilman Hamner replied if we deviate for one then we have to 

deviate for another. 

 

Councilman Nash asked is it really worth the fight for 4’.   

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said South Main Street, Revenue Sharing, he said the first portion is 

almost fully funded from Bagley Street to adjacent from the nursing home.  He is requesting 

authorization to have B&B Consultants bid the project.   

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to authorize the Town Manager to seek bids for the South 

Main Street Revenue Share Project Phase 2.  The motion was seconded by Councilman 

Tucker. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Absent 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

 

 

Mr. Mitchell asked about the turn lane at Spring Hill.  Mayor Coleburn replied he heard the 

VDOT representative had told Mr. Vaughan they were looking at the turn lane request. 

 

 

4. Church Street Project 

 

Nothing to report. 

 

 

5. Wrigglesworth Sports Complex 

 

Mayor Coleburn advised in the packet was a letter to Nottoway’s Superintendent from Manager 

Vannoorbeeck.  He said the County had not discussed this in open session but they were getting 

ready to get into budget season. 
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6. Downtown Planning Grant 

 

Mayor Coleburn clarified that Manager Vannoorbeeck recommended this be taken of the Agenda 

until a new DBi Director is hired.  He agreed that was in order. 

 

 

7. East End Planning Grant 

 

Mayor Coleburn said he was asked if there were any minutes taken during the meeting.  Mrs. 

Wilson replied Ms. Earlene Powell had the minutes.  Mayor Coleburn asked for a copy of the 

minutes.   

 

 

8. Nottoway Avenue – Revenue Share Project 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said we now have the re-bids and the low bid was $477,500.00 from the 

original bidder, H.G. Reynolds and the budgeted amount was $503,000.00.  He said also 

included is a letter from B&B Consultants recommending award. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked when might this work begin.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied March or 

April. 

 

Councilwoman Thompson made a motion to award the low bid from H.G. Reynolds in the 

amount of $477,500.00 for the Nottoway Avenue Revenue Share Project.  The motion was 

seconded by Councilman Moncure. 

 

Councilman Nash asked if the bond was what holds them accountable to make sure everything is 

done correctly.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied we can use it.  He added Mr. Randy Jones with 

B&B Consultants has worked with them before. 

 

Councilman Nash asked if they are recommended.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied it was said 

they are tough to work with sometimes. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked what are the things you look for with sidewalk.  Manger Vannoorbeeck 

replied first and foremost they have to get a compaction test in order to get the base right and 

then do concrete testing. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised B&B Consultants would inspect the project. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Absent 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

 

 

9. Utility Upgrade Project 

 

Nothing to report. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. High Street Sewer Repair 

 

Mayor Coleburn advised there were three bids for replacement of a collapsed section of sewer 

under High Street. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised he meant to bring to Council in December but he forgot, the low 

bidder was Lee’s Excavating at $22,600.00.  He said the sewer collapsed and the line is 8’ deep 

so it is substantial, this work needs to be done. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked where the funds would come from.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied 

either the Water/Sewer Reserve Fund or if there is enough cash in the General Fund. 

 

Clerk Daniel advised she would send a Code Red as notification. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said at one of the houses there is no sewer service.  

 

Councilman Scott made a motion to award the emergency sewer repair on High Street to the 

low bid from Lee’s Excavating in the amount of $22,600.00.   The motion was seconded by 

Councilman Nash. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Absent 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

 

2. Dispatching Invoice 

 

Mayor Coleburn advised the Town received a bill from Nottoway County in the amount of 

$10,722.00, he thought they took our population and multiplied $3.00 a head.   

 

Councilman Nash said he understood they were providing services 55% of the time. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said $10,000.00 is a good deal, for a full time dispatching service the 

Town is spending over $100,000.00.  He said the only point is Crewe and Burkeville are getting 

full-time dispatching at $3.00 a head and we are getting half dispatching at $3.00 a head.  

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said Mr. Roark’s position was whether you are using it 100% or not they 

still have to have the staff and equipment available to the Town.   

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to send the County a check in the amount of $5,897.10, 

which is 55% of the time.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Tucker. 

 

Mayor Coleburn said he anticipated the bill to be here several months ago.  Councilman Nash 

replied let’s get them the money that is due.  Manager Vannoorbeeck added the Finance 

Committee is working on dispatching. 

 

Mayor Coleburn advised the bill is from July 2016 through June 30, 2017.  He asked might it be 

possible over the next few months we may use them for more than 55%.  Councilman Nash 

replied Chief Kuzmiak provided the figures of use to the Finance Committee. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Absent 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 
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3. Clyde Rothgeb – Resolution 

 

Mayor Coleburn said this is a Resolution praising Officer Clyde Rothgeb for 40 years and 10 

months of service.  He said this should be presented to Office Rothgeb tomorrow at his 

retirement luncheon. 

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to adopt Officer Clyde Rothgeb’s Resolution for 40 years of 

service.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Scott. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Absent 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

 

 

4. Bus Grant Application 

 

Mayor Coleburn advised this was the annual application. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised Finance Director Hardy had met with DRPT and this is a 

reduction in local funds by $15,000.00.  He said there was still extra money from when Mr. 

Amos worked there.   

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised on the Blackstone portion of Capital Budget to purchase two 

buses, when we sell buses we keep the cash, so new unlevied money is $37,000.00. 

 

Councilman Moncure made a motion to submit the Bus Grant Budget with a local match of 

$43,022.58.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Thompson. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Absent 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 
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5. Health Insurance 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said we are looking at a 20% increase in health insurance, we have had 

some big claims this year.  He said it could be a $100,000.00 increase. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said he has asked the Town’s insurance consultant, Ms. Nancy Grasso, 

to solicit proposals.   

 

Mayor Coleburn said during the bleak summer of 2012 and the following year we did discuss 

possibilities to include a health savings account and turmoil with the workforce was immense. 

 

Councilman Nash said we owe it to our citizens to look at. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said we need to bid this out and factor different plans.   

 

Councilman Nash asked to let the employees know we are not trying to cut their benefits.  Mayor 

Coleburn added it may require when you go to the doctor’s office you may pay $50.00. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said we have to advise Anthem by April 1st if we are renewing. 

 

Mayor Coleburn said by Common Consent Manager Vannoorbeeck had authorization to seek 

proposals. 

 

Councilman Moncure suggested having a Committee Meeting to discuss what is going on. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REFERRALS 

 

1. Electric Service Construction Policy  

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said what we have now is a policy, unwritten, and is not used much but 

customers may request underground service.  He said we do not charge for overhead service, we 

charge for underground residential, commercial or multi-family for material.   He said we need 

to codify this, we are getting people requesting underground service, it is installed and then they 

refuse to pay, there are two outstanding now. 

 

Councilman Nash asked what is owed.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied between the two about 

$900.00. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said the question was can we cut off their service, he asked Attorney 

Bacon and she asked if they signed an agreement. 

 

Mayor Coleburn referred this to the Health and Ordinance Committee. 
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2. Inoperative Vehicles 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said the current Ordinance states after sending a multitude of letters to 

the property owner and the tenant and a judge orders then the Town is entitled to haul them off. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised the property on Forest Drive is a storage yard and the judge has 

ordered them twice to remove the cars and they still have not removed them. He said we are 

going to haul these cars to the Bus Shop but they have to be sold at public auction. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said the alternative is consider an Ordinance within State Code that we 

can give the cars to Watts or someone else in exchange for towing services. 

 

Mayor Coleburn referred this to the Health and Ordinance Committee. 

 

 

MAYORS MINUTE 
 

Mayor Coleburn advised he received correspondence from a gentleman in New Jersey that he 

would like to see the Tavern and the Carriage Museum stay open.  He said once DBi hires their 

new director that should be taken care of. 

 

Mayor Coleburn said he had not seen the petition but did think Mr. Mitchell had a point, he 

asked Council to reconsider taking the late fees back to what they were. 

 

 

POLICE REPORT 

 

Nothing to report. 

 

 

CITIZENS COMMENTS 
 

Councilman Nash asked about Attorney Bacon’s invoice in reference to Wulff.  Treasurer 

Procise replied it is for real estate taxes. 

 

Councilman Moncure thought it would nice if this Council wrote a letter to Mr. Bobby Daniel 

and thanked him for his tremendous effort in this Town and for what he has done for the Town in 

advancing tourism and interest.  Mayor Coleburn replied he would gladly write the letter. He 

said Mr. Daniel is the biggest thing for tourism in Southside Virginia. 

 

Mrs. Carolyn Davis asked that Council consider some kind of public restroom because when we 

do have 30,000 visitors come to see the train museum there is nowhere for them to use the 

bathroom.  She said McDonald’s and Hardee’s are our only public restrooms.  She added when a 

merchant puts a sign on their door saying no public restroom, that is a business killer.   
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Mrs. Davis said DBi has discussed that possibly a building that backs up to the Town Square 

could be used. 

 

Mayor Coleburn referred to the Buildings, Property and Cemetery Committee. 

 

 

Mr. Noel Shekleton advised when you call Blackstone Police Department and Nottoway is 

dispatching they answer Blackstone Police Department, he said it is confusing because you ask 

to speak to an officer and then they explain it is not really Blackstone.  He suggested they answer 

with Police or Central Dispatch.   

 

Mayor Coleburn asked if we could get some clarification at Nottoway. 

 

 

 

There being no further business to bring before Council, Mayor Coleburn declared the meeting 

adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 

 

 

______________________________MAYOR 

OF THE TOWN OF BLACKSTONE, VIRGINIA 

 

 

_______________________________APPROVED AND ADOPTED 

 

 

_______________________________TOWN CLERK 

OF THE TOWN OF BLACKSTONE, VIRGINIA 


