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Minutes of a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Town of Blackstone, Virginia, held in the 

Council Chambers located at 100 W. Elm Street, Blackstone, Virginia on Monday, November 

20, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 There Were Present: 

 

           Mayor: William D. Coleburn  

 

Council Members: Wade Hamner, Lee Scott, Ben Green, Barbara Thompson, 

Alfred Tucker, Eric Nash, Sam Moncure 

    

Town Staff: Philip Vannoorbeeck, Town Manager; Jennifer Daniel, 

Clerk; Jennifer Hardy, Finance Director; Gweneth Procise, 

Treasurer; Nicholas Kuzmiak, Police Chief; Dion Tomer, 

Fire Chief; Yvonne Wilson, Community Development 

Director, Joshua Worrell, Transit Director 

 

      Town Attorney:  

 

Those Absent: Yvonne Wilson, Nicholas Kuzmiak 

 

Mayor Coleburn called the November Council Meeting to order.  

 

Pastor Travis Warren delivered the Invocation. 

 

Mayor Coleburn led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Mayor Coleburn advised he had talked to friends of Ms. Candy Early, they said her surgery was 

a success, she suffered a heart attack last week.  He said we all wish her the best. 

 

Councilman Nash asked to add elected officials to the Closed Session tonight. 

 

Councilman Green asked to add Disposition of Real Estate to the Closed Session as well. 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

 

Conditional Rezoning – Waukeshaw Development 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

TOWN OF BLACKSTONE 

 

The Blackstone Town Council shall hold a Public Hearing on November 20, 2017 at 7:00 p.m., 

in the Town Council Chambers, 100 W. Elm Street, Blackstone, Va.  The purpose of the Public 

Hearing is to consider a Conditional Rezoning request from Waukeshaw Development to rezone 

approximately .74 of an acre from the Public Open Space District to the B-G, General Business 

District.  The property is designated as Nottoway County Tax Map Number 50A25-1-27-1 

through 6 and a portion of lots 7 through 12.  This property is also known as 519 Church Street.   

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised the Planning Commission met on a Conditional Rezoning for 

519 Church Street, which a survey is enclosed.  He said this request would encompass all the 

improvements and the grassy area in the front of the water tank, with the water tank being 

retained by the Town.   

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised there is a lease that has been advertised, which includes off-

street parking on Town owned property behind Farm Bureau. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said the recommendation from the Planning Commission was to 

conditionally rezone 519 Church Street with two conditions.  The two conditions were there will 

be no on-street parking on College Avenue and activities associated with this project would 

cease at 10:00 p.m. 

 

Mayor Coleburn opened the Public Hearing and asked if there was anyone here to speak for or 

against the proposal. 

 

Mayor Coleburn closed the Public Hearing. 

 

Mayor Coleburn said he received a letter from Mr. Lewis Williamson, the President of the 

Nottoway Farm Bureau.  The letter said they endorse the multi-use of the old Town Shop but do 

express some of the concerns of adjoining property owners that were discussed with the Planning 

Commission.  He said the concerns were parking, litter, noise and loitering.   

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to approve the Conditional Rezoning with the two 

stipulations, no on-street parking on College Avenue and activities associated with this project 

would cease at 10:00 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Moncure. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked about the future endeavor for residential.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied 

that is not covered tonight. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked if the sale of the building would close by year end.  Mr. Dave 

McCormack replied that would be fine with him.  Manager Vannoorbeeck added a deed needed 

to be prepared. 

 

Councilman Green asked what the proposed hours were.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied there 

were no proposed hours, Mr. McCormack volunteered the 10:00 p.m. 

 

Mr. McCormack advised everything they do closes at 10:00 p.m. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

 

Surplus Property - Airport 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

DESIGNATION OF SURPLUS PROPERTY  

TOWN OF BLACKSTONE 

 

The Blackstone Town Council shall hold a Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m., November 20, 2017 in 

the Blackstone Town Council Chambers, 100 W. Elm Street, Blackstone, Va.  The Purpose of the 

Public Hearing is to receive comments regarding declaring surplus certain real property owned 

by the Town of Blackstone.  The property being considered is described as a portion of Nottoway 

County Tax Parcel Number 43-69A.  This property is located outside the Town of Blackstone and 

is adjacent to the Blackstone Army Airfield. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised this Public Hearing was to surplus up to 8 acres at the Airport in 

order to dispose of the property to UAV Pro.   

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said the original option enclosed allowed the Town and UAV Pro 

between 5-8 acres of property to be made available.  He said there was an option that was 

renewed in July.  He said looking at the information, the 8 acres may not be necessary.  He said 

with the joint stormwater detention basin, the 5 acres may be closer to what is needed. 

 

Councilman Nash clarified this would leave the Town with 6.1 acres and the stormwater basin. 

 

Mayor Coleburn opened the Public Hearing. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked if there was anyone here to speak for or against the proposal. 

 

Mayor Coleburn closed the Public Hearing. 

 

Councilman Moncure made a motion to declare up to 8 acres at the Airport surplus.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilwoman Thompson. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

 

Disposal of Real Property – Airport – UAV Pro 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

DISPOSAL OF REAL PROPERTY 

TOWN OF BLACKSTONE 

 

 

The Blackstone Town Council shall hold a Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m., November 20, 2017 in 

the Blackstone Town Council Chambers, 100 W. Elm Street, Blackstone, Va.  This Public 

Hearing has been called as required by Section 15.2-1800 of the Code of Virginia.  The Purpose 

of the Public Hearing is to receive comments regarding selling certain real property owned by 

the Town of Blackstone.  The property being considered is described as a portion of Nottoway 

County Tax Parcel Number 43-69A.  This property is located outside the Town of Blackstone and 

is adjacent to the Blackstone Army Airfield.  The Town Council has received a proposal from 

UAV Pro, Incorporated to sell eight acres and is now soliciting comments regarding its sale. 

 

Mayor Coleburn said when the Town sold the land to UAV Pro in 2016 there was an option to 

purchase up to 8 more acres.  Manager Vannoorbeeck added the option will be closer to 5 acres 

at $5,700.00 an acre.   

 

Mayor Coleburn opened the Public Hearing and asked if there was anyone here to speak for or 

against the proposed sale to UAV Pro. 

 

Mayor Coleburn closed the Public Hearing. 

 

Councilman Moncure made a motion to approve the sale of up to 8 acres to UAV Pro at 

$5,700.00 an acre.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Tucker.  
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Mayor Coleburn said this is the people’s land and there had been years ago, sales that took place 

where prospects said they needed to buy this much land for economic development.  He asked 

what was being planned for the property.  Mr. Joe Allman replied they were in the planning 

stages for an expansion to support one of the customers at the Airport. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked if this would include more jobs.  Mr. Allman replied he was hoping it 

would be 14-15 more jobs.  

 

Mayor Coleburn asked how much acreage would the Town own after this sale.  Manager 

Vannoorbeeck replied 1.8 acres will be the detention pond, 6.1 residual industrial acres and the 

apron and hangers are probably another 5 acres.  

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

 

VISITORS: 

 

Robinson, Farmer, Cox – Aaron Hawkins 

 

Mr. Hawkins said it was a great job by staff with this report, Finance Director Hardy does a 

fantastic job preparing everything.   He said if you have any questions he will be glad to answer 

any after tonight. 

 

Mr. Hawkins said Page 1 was the Audit Opinion, it was materially correct based on their field 

work.  He said it is called an unmodified opinion, which is the best opinion that can be given. 

 

Mr. Hawkins explained Exhibit 5 for the governmental funds.  He said the first area is the 

General Fund, which shows the revenues and expenditures, this started at $300,000.00 and went 

up to $315,000.00.  He tells people to strive for 10% of the general fund expenditures, which for 

the Town is $4.6 Million.  Mr. Hawkins said the expenditures were all under the appropriations. 

 

Mr. Hawkins said on Page 22 shows a breakdown for the notes to financial statements.  He said 

there is $315,000.00 in the fund balance and this shows where it is restricted or assigned, and 

$178,000.00 is unassigned and can be used how you see fit.  

 

Mr. Hawkins said Page 65 shows how the revenues and expenditures performed as budgeted. 
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Mayor Coleburn said he always looks at the budgeted taxes, it looks like the Town set a record in 

Meals Tax collecting with $606,000.00 and budgeted around $541,000.00.  He said it looks like 

we budgeted $100,000.00 for Cigarette Tax and received $90,000.00. 

 

Councilman Nash said it looks like we are in the hole $22,000.00 for personal property taxes, is 

that because it hasn’t been collected yet.  Mr. Hawkins replied there was a budget appropriation 

for this, it was $82,000.00 then with the appropriation it went to $110,000.00, but $88,000.00 

was collected. 

 

Mr. Hawkins said on Page 75, it shows by year what the levy was and what was collected.  He 

said the tax levy was $500,000.00 and $496,000.00 was collected, that is 99.22%. 

 

Mr. Hawkins said there was no management letter this year, which is a great thing. 

 

Councilman Green said he was the Chairman of the Finance Committee and they tried not to 

elevate revenues.  

 

Mayor Coleburn said on Page 11 the Town of Blackstone after depreciation made $581,000.00 

selling electricity, true or false.  Mr. Hawkins said the Electric Fund went up about $600,000.00 

and the Water/Sewer Fund went up about $400,000.00, almost $1 Million in the Enterprise Fund. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said we have put almost $2 Million in the bank over the past few years.   

 

 

Mr. Waymond Mitchell 

 

Mr. Mitchell provided a handout and said he had been observing the turn lane for about a year 

now at Spring Hill.   He talked about the speed limits and it is 55 MPH before getting to Spring 

Hill.  He added it is a sharp turn onto Spring Hill Road.   

 

Mayor Coleburn clarified Mr. Mitchell was suggesting widening the road for a turn lane.  He 

said the one good thing about this is there is high volume of traffic at high speeds, but there is 

good sight distance there, which is probably why there have not been any wrecks. 

 

Councilman Moncure asked if there was enough room there for a turn lane.  Manager 

Vannoorbeeck replied the Town would have to acquire some right-of-way.  

 

Councilman Moncure asked if lowering the speed would alleviate the problem.  Mr. Mitchell 

replied probably not. 

 

Mayor Coleburn referred this to the Street and Light Committee. 

 

 

Pastor Travis Warren 

 

Pastor Warren extended the invitation to Council for the Thanksgiving Luncheon this Thursday. 
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Pastor Warren said there is only one entrance and exit to the church, we are having more and 

more events and people coming and he was concerned about trees falling and they would be 

blocked in.  He thought years ago there was a way to go over the railroad tracks and suggested 

having another exit for emergencies.     

 

Mayor Coleburn referred the exit to the Street and Light Committee. 

 

Pastor Warren said the luncheon would be from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Blackstone Primary 

School. 

 

 

Ms. DeVeata Fuller 

 

Ms. Fuller was representing LCCDC and they will be having their end of year luncheon in 

Colonial Heights on December 9th from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Dante’s Pizza. 

 

 

MINUTES: 

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to dispense with reading and approve as presented the 

Regular Council Meeting Minutes from October 16, 2017 and the Continued Meeting Minutes 

from October 23, 2017.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Tucker. 
 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

 

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: 

 

Mayor Coleburn apologized for Chief Tomer’s recent loss. 

 

Chief Tomer advised there would be a fund raiser with a partnership with the Sheriff’s 

Department for the Tanner family on December 16th.  

 

Chief Tomer advised the Christmas dinner would be December 9th.  

 



8 

 

Chief Tomer advised the annual Edgar Memorial would be on December 6th.  He was the only 

firefighter to lose his life in the line of duty for the Town of Blackstone, which happened in 

1962. 

 

Mayor Coleburn congratulated Chief Tomer on his 26 years with the Fire Department. 

 

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS: 

 

Mayor Coleburn stated the bills that have already been paid are in the amount of $560,125.52.   

 

Councilman Green made a motion to approve the bills that have already been paid in the 

amount of $560.125.52.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Nash 
 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

 

Mayor Coleburn stated the bills not yet approved but to be paid are in the amount of 

$218,347.15. 

 

Councilman Green made a motion to approve as presented the bills not yet approved but to be 

paid in the amount of $218,347.15.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Scott. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

 

 

 



9 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

Employment & Police – met on 10-23-17 & 10-30-17 – no minutes – Treasurer Interviews 

 

Mayor Coleburn advised there would be a Closed Session tonight to discuss. 

 

 

Street & Light – met on 10-30-17 – minutes included in November’s Council Packet 

 

Tenth Street Right-of-Way / College Avenue – Alley Easement 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck asked to table the Tenth Street right-of-way and the College Avenue 

alley easement.  He said he was not prepared. 

 

Councilman Green made a motion to table Tenth Street and College Avenue until the next 

meeting.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Nash. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

Street Closures 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised the Committee recommended acceptance of the Mayor’s 

suggestion to have street closures and donations take place with the Town Manager and Police 

Chief’s approval as long as Council is notified 24 hours in advance. 

 

Chief Tomer thought 24 hours would be cutting it close for street closures, there should be more 

notice.     

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said some people forget to request street closures until the last minute 

then Council has to have a Special Called Meeting, he did not think this applied to fund raisers, 

just perhaps family reunions, etc. 

 

Councilman Green made a motion to allow 72-hour notice to Council for street closures.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilman Nash. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

Reducing Speed Limits 

 

The Committee tabled the issue.   

 

Various Tree Issues 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised the tree at High and Dinwiddie is dead and the Committee 

recommended cutting the tree down below the utilities.   

 

Mayor Coleburn said the Town Manager preserved the Mayor’s political career, there certainly 

were not too many limbs cut from his tree request. 

 

The Committee recommended taking the tree down to the stump on College Road because it was 

in the Town’s right-of-way.   

 

Councilman Scott made a motion to approve the Committee’s three tree recommendations.  

The motion was seconded by Councilman Tucker. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 
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South Brown Street – Fence at corner of Brown & Church 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised there was an accident where a Town vehicle was hit.  He said 

the individual involved was concerned about the fence at the corner that is somewhat taller than 

the previous fence.  The Committee asked Manager Vannoorbeeck to talk with the property 

owner to possibly modify the fence. 

 

Mayor Coleburn mentioned the specials board at McDonalds, it needs to be higher.  Manager 

Vannoorbeeck said he would talk to the property owners. 

 

Slurry Seal / Tar & Gravel 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised the tar and gravel bid received was late because of the holiday, 

so it is being rebid. 

 

Asphalt Paving 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised the Committee recommended extending the contract with 

Colony Construction for another year.  He said in the bid specifications it said this work could be 

awarded for two additional years.  He said Colony Construction agreed to honor their price.   

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to extend the contract with Colony Construction for one 

year.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Thompson. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked if the project on South Main Street was done.  Manager Vannoorbeeck 

replied it still needs to be striped and Mr. Walker Richardson’s property needs to be cleaned up. 

 

Mayor Coleburn said when he drives north bound it is very smooth but driving south bound there 

are a few places that are not. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked Manager Vannoorbeeck if he felt good about the project.  Manager 

Vannoorbeeck replied yes. 
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Buildings, Property & Cemetery – met on 11-8-17 minutes included in November’s Council 

Packet 

 

Cemetery Policy 

 

Councilman Hamner suggested a change to the Cemetery Policy.  He said on Page 2 where it 

talks about 1’ of earth on an urn, it should be a minimum of 1’ of earth on vaults as well. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked if this policy was for the entire cemetery.  Manager Vannoorbeeck 

replied no sir. 

 

Mayor Coleburn said when we tell the people it is for the new part of the Cemetery, in layman’s 

terms, what is the new part.  Manager Vannoorbeeck pointed out the new part on the map 

provided. 

 

Councilman Hamner clarified anything from the west of Pine Street. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked if the flower rules are only in the new part of the Cemetery.  Manager 

Vannoorbeeck replied yes. 

 

Councilman Nash asked why we have rules on only part of the Cemetery.  Treasurer Procise 

believed it was because the old part has fencing and borders. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked about some of the majestic monuments in the old part of the Cemetery, 

what if someone requests that in the new part, is that allowed.  Councilman Green replied no.  

Manager Vannoorbeeck added it does not have a specification for the family stone size. 

 

Councilman Green made a motion to approve the Lakeview Cemetery Policy presented 

effective January 1, 2018.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hamner.   

 

Mayor Coleburn urged everyone to talk this up.   

 

Councilman Nash asked if we call the people with items everywhere before January 1st.  

Manager Vannoorbeeck suggested a standard template letter. 

 

Councilman Green amended his motion to have the Cemetery Policy printed in the local paper 

for the public as soon as possible.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Moncure.   

 

Mayor Coleburn said he would prefer this Policy not have any appeals. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck pointed out the permit fee says the entire Cemetery but it is listed under 

Blocks 1 to 20.   

 

Councilman Green included in his motion to remove #13 and have that for the entire Cemetery.   
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Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

Councilman Hamner asked that every person that buys a lot get a copy of the Policy.  Manager 

Vannoorbeeck replied everyone will sign for the copy. 

 

Veterans Day Ceremony 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised the Committee had met once. 

 

American Evolution 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised the Committee tabled this. 

 

Bon Secours Renewal 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said Bon Secours offered a lease for $22.50 sq. ft.  for an additional five 

years.  He said the issue arose when Bon Secours wanted a commission from the amount to be 

paid to their real estate broker.  After they read the lease closely the lease offer is really just 

$2.50 sq. ft. for the next five-year term.   

 

Councilman Nash said instead of $219,000.00 a year it will now be $24,000.00 a year.   

 

Councilman Moncure said we are going to end up with a 20-year old building in need of repairs.  

Mayor Coleburn replied it is a five-year renewal, but nobody is making the Town renew. 

   

Councilman Nash said according to Finance Director Hardy there is about $18,000.00 a year in 

maintenance, including liability insurance. 

 

Chairman Green advised the Finance Committee is working on this. 

 

Carriage Museum – Landscaping 

 

Chairman Green said DBi contacted him about landscaping at the Carriage Museum.  He said 

time was of the essence because this is the time of year to do the planting and have it done before 

the holiday season.  He said he asked the Executive Director to get bids and Clay’s Landscaping 

was the low bid at roughly $500.00 and this work was budgeted under maintenance. 
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Chairman Green said the Committee recommended that the Town Manager seek bids for grass 

cutting at the Armory, Schwartz Tavern and the Carriage Museum as a pilot program.  

 

Councilman Green made a motion authorizing Manager Vannoorbeeck to seek bids for the 

grass cutting at the Armory, Schwartz Tavern and the Carriage Museum.  The motion was 

seconded by Councilman Scott. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

 

 

Account & Finance – met on 11-16-17 – minutes included in November’s Council Packet 

 

Check Policy 

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to advertise the Check Policy as a Public Hearing.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilman Scott. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

Telephone Audit 

 

Chairman Green said Finance Director Hardy advised there is a company, Troy and Banks, that 

does audit for telecommunication services and are paid through with the proceeds of savings.   

 

Councilman Green made a motion to proceed with Troy and Banks performing the town 

telecommunications audit with them being paid out of the savings they may find.  The motion 

was seconded by Councilman Nash. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

Bon Secours 

 

Chairman Green said discussion was premature until more information was received. 

 

Finance Plan 

 

Chairman Green advised the Electric Reserve contributions originally set for $1.2 Million by the 

end of 2017, will now be $1 Million due to other budgetary obligations. 

 

VML/VACO 

 

Chairman Green advised we are seeking bids from VML/VACO and local lending institutions.  

He said there will probably be $2 Million in undesignated reserves to put in a CD.  He said the 

only problem is with some local institutions there is a penalty if we would need to liquify, this 

could eat into the principal.  He said they plan to report by the next Council Meeting. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised he was seeking bids for $1.1 Million additional for the East End 

Project.  He said he had contacted all three local institutions and received two bids back. 

 

Councilman Moncure asked if we would run into static by getting bids out of town.  Manager 

Vannoorbeeck replied yes. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked that the record show he is on the Board of Citizens Bank & Trust.  He 

said as a citizen of Blackstone the taxpayer needs to get the best rate.  He added the local 

institutions have helped the Town at times.  Councilman Green replied we appreciate that but he 

didn’t think they helped us for free. 

 

Councilman Moncure made a motion that while we consider our local banks fondly, but with 

an amount of money this large, and the principal might be in danger in some respects, so we 

do approach out of town banks. 

 

Mayor Coleburn clarified this will be for $1.1 Million for the sewer work on Broad and Tavern 

Streets.   

 

The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Thompson.   
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Mayor Coleburn asked for a date as the deadline for bids.  Councilman Green replied December 

11th. 

 

Councilman Green suggested scheduling an Account and Finance Committee Meeting on 

December 12th at 4:00 p.m. 

 

Mayor Coleburn clarified Councilman Moncure agreed to amend his motion to include the 

deadline date of December 11th and Councilwoman Thompson seconded it. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

 

Chairman Green said when we get the bids for the $2 Million the Town will still have 

$960,000.00 in cash available. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

There were no items to discuss. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

1. Award Bid – Slurry Seal 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised there was only one bid, Slurry Pavers, their price was 

$133,517.25.  

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to award the slurry seal to Slurry Pavers in the amount of 

$133,517.25.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Scott. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised this would be North Main Street, Pickett Court and Nottoway 

Avenue. 

 

 

2. Internship Policy 

 

Transit Director Worrell said basically it is the same policy presented previously, the only 

change is SVCC was not responsive in getting back with him presenting a certificate of 

completion.  He said because of that he added the Town would provide a complimentary award 

and certificate of completion.   

 

Councilman Green asked if the Town could offer a Resolution.   

 

Mayor Coleburn asked about the Policy, “all internships and interns are required to obey this 

policy”, in today’s workplace, is obey kosher.  He suggested comply or adhere to.  Council 

agreed on comply with. 

 

Mayor Coleburn added, whenever an intern successfully completes the Town’s program a formal 

Resolution will be adopted by Council as part of their resume to help in their future endeavors. 

 

Councilman Scott made a motion to adopt the Internship Policy to include the verbiage 

change and adding a Resolution for completion.  The motion was seconded by Councilman 

Green. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 
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ON-GOING PROJECTS: 

 

1. Dilapidated Buildings 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck requested authorization to burn 819 Falls Street, which is a request from 

the property owner.   

 

Councilman Nash asked where the cost of clean-up and asbestos testing comes from.  Manager 

Vannoorbeeck replied the Town fronts it and the property owner is responsible through an 

indemnity agreement or by a lien recorded at the court house. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked how much in outstanding liens is out there right now.  Manager 

Vannoorbeeck replied $30,000.00 plus. 

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to approve the Fire Department burning 819 Falls Street 

upon Manager Vannoorbeeck talking with the property owner about a payment agreement.  

The motion was seconded by Councilman Scott. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised he was working with the property owners for a condemned 

structure on Mann Street. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised on December 11th staff and Attorney Bacon will be in court to 

demolish 214 Maben Avenue. 

 

 

2. Meals Tax 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked about the documentation situation.  Finance Director Hardy replied 

everything had been received.   

 

 

3. Street Improvement Projects 

 

There was nothing to report. 
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4. Church Street Project 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised 809, 811 and 816 Church Street was still under construction.  

He said these would be the last projects on Church Street. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said they were still working on the weatherization homes on Stokes 

Street, Harris Street and Amelia Avenue. 

 

 

5. Wrigglesworth Sports Complex 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said he met with Dr. Berry this morning about moving the playground 

and was asked for a formal request. 

 

Councilman Nash asked when this would take place.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied after 

baseball season. 

 

 

6. East End Planning Grant 

 

This was discussed earlier. 

 

 

7. Nottoway Avenue – Revenue Share Project 

 

There was nothing to report. 

 

 

8. Utility Upgrade Project 

 

There was nothing to report. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

1. Dog Waste Containment System 

 

Mayor Coleburn said Mrs. Daphne Cole was asking if the Town would provide some money to 

curb your dog.  He said she wants potty station clean-ups at Schwartz Tavern, Wrigglesworth 

and Seay Park.  

 

Mayor Coleburn referred the dog containment systems to the Buildings, Property and Cemetery 

Committee. 
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2. Holiday Open House – Port-A-Potty 

 

Councilman Moncure made a motion to provide two port-a-potties at the Town Square and 

Seay Park for one month.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Green. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

Mayor Coleburn said he received an email from a resident on Tenth Street who is concerned 

because of a house broken into during the summer and there is loud music in the Cemetery after 

dark.  He thought we currently had on the books people cannot go in the Cemetery from dusk 

until dawn.  Councilman Scott replied it is a State Law.   

 

Mayor Coleburn asked to bring this to the Police Department’s attention. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said he thought the State Code referenced there must be a family 

purpose, but the Town cannot lock the Cemetery. 

 

Mayor Coleburn referred the Cemetery after hours to the Buildings, Property and Cemetery 

Committee and Attorney Bacon go as strong as she can go. 

 

Mr. Lonnie Morgan asked about lighting.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied antique lights would 

make it look nice.  Mayor Coleburn added lights make mischief makers nervous. 

 

Councilman Green asked Manager Vannoorbeeck to see if there were funds for lighting available 

in this budget. 

 

 

3. Tenth Street Stoplight 

 

Mayor Coleburn said he received a request from Mr. John Prosise about a stoplight at Tenth 

Street.   

 

Councilman Moncure said we fought this fight five years ago and changed the turning lane.  He 

said it is not the best intersection but it is workable.  He said one of the objections to not having 

it there is people are going down Brunswick and College to cut through so if it is hard for them 

to turn then maybe that will make them think before cutting through.   
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Councilman Green said he had lived in Ward C for 24 years and spends time walking and 

probably knows 3% of the cars that pass him.  He added it is not being used by residents but by 

travelers. 

 

Councilman Nash suggested reducing the speed limit there, it is 35 MPH.   

 

Councilman Green said he would be in favor of reducing the speed starting at the stoplight in 

front of the shopping center.   

 

Mayor Coleburn asked if the Town could reduce the speeds since it is a primary road.  Manager 

Vannoorbeeck replied VDOT would not interfere in any way.  

 

Councilman Nash made a motion that the speed limit be reduced to 25 on Main Street from south 

to north corporate limits.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Green. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked to have this on the December Agenda.  Councilman Green said when we 

advertise the Cemetery Policy advertise this as well. 

 

Councilman Nash rescinded his motion. 

 

Councilman Green made a motion that Council change the speed limit from corporate limit to 

corporate limit on south and north Main Street to 25 MPH effective January 1, 2018 and it be 

duly advertised.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Nash. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Nay 

  Councilman Hamner   - Nay 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

 

4. Christmas Bonuses 

 

Mayor Coleburn advised this was $18,000.00 budgeted after being here for six months.  He said 

it includes $200.00 for full time, $100.00 for part-time, $50 for senior firefighters and $25.00 

for junior firefighters. 

 

Councilman Moncure made a motion to approve the 2017 Christmas Bonuses. The motion 

was seconded by Councilman Tucker. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Abstain 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Abstain 

 

 

5. 2018 Council Meeting Schedule 

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to approve the 2018 Council Meeting Schedule as 

presented.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Scott. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

 

6. 2018 Holidays 

 

Clerk Daniel advised that Councilman Green approved previously up to 14 ½ days. 

 

Councilman Green said he did not understand the significance of January 2nd.  Councilman Nash 

added, and Columbus Day.  Mayor Coleburn said January 2nd was really lame. 

 

Mayor Coleburn agreed with Councilman Nash, he did not mind the generosity at Thanksgiving 

and Christmas. 

 

Councilman Green made a motion to remove January 2nd and October 8th and have 13 ½ days 

for holidays.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Nash. 
 

Treasurer Procise advised Council that DMV would be closed as well. 
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Councilman Green said this is beyond generous to him, this was a manure sandwich for him to 

eat with 13 ½ days off on top of the compensation packages and insurance.  He said he had to 

answer to the taxpayer. 

 

Mayor Coleburn said if Council does away with the two days it would be almost identical to the 

Courier Record. 

 

Councilman Green said this is not the Town employees, it is the State and the Town is just 

asking to mirror it. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Nay 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Nay 

  Councilman Scott   - Abstain 

 

 

COMMITTEE REFERRALS: 

 

1. Engineering Service Interviews 

 

Mayor Coleburn referred this to the Employment & Police Committee. 

 

 

2. Adopt A Truck / Building Materials 

 

Mayor Coleburn referred this to the Health & Ordinance Committee. 

 

 

MAYORS MINUTE: 
 

Mayor Coleburn said he had spoken with Chief Kuzmiak about a recent manhunt.  He said after 

several hours people were contacting him on Facebook concerned.  He said he suggested to the 

Chief that would have been a good time for Code Red and he was on board with this. 

 

Mayor Coleburn advised on Wednesday, November 29th at 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Station, he 

would be hosting a Town Hall Meeting open to everyone to discuss goals and concerns. 
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POLICE REPORT: 

 

There was nothing to report. 

 

 

CITIZENS COMMENTS: 
 

There were no comments. 

 

 

CLOSED SESSION: 
 

 Virginia Code Section 2.2-3711 

 

1/ Personnel  

3/  Disposition of Real Property 

Councilman Moncure made a motion to go into Closed Session for discussion, consideration, 

or interviews of prospective candidates for employment; assignment, appointment, promotion, 

performance, demotion, salaries, disciplining, or resignation of specific public officers, 

appointees, or employees of any public body and discussion or consideration of the acquisition 

of real property for a public purpose, or of the disposition of publicly held real property, where 

discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating 

strategy of the public body.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Scott. 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

 

Councilman Scott made a motion to certify that to the best of each member’s knowledge only 

public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements and only such 

public business matters as were identified in the motion by which the Closed Meeting was 

convened, were heard, discussed or considered in the meeting.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilman Tucker. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE: 

  Councilman Green   - Certify 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Certify 

  Councilman Tucker   - Certify 

  Councilman Nash   - Certify 

  Councilman Moncure   - Certify 

  Councilman Hamner   - Certify 

  Councilman Scott   - Certify 

 

Councilwoman Thompson made a motion to hire Brittany Harris for the position of 

Treasurer.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Tucker. 

 

Mayor Coleburn clarified the salary would be $38,000.00. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

Councilman Nash made a motion authorizing the advertisement for Mrs. Harris’s vacancy.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilman Scott. 

 

Councilman Green said Mrs. Harris’s previous position was not on the letterhead and asked if 

Manager Vannoorbeeck could handle this. 

 

Councilman Nash rescinded his motion. 

 

There being no further business to bring before Council, Mayor Coleburn declared the meeting 

adjourned at 10:11 p.m. 

______________________________MAYOR 

OF THE TOWN OF BLACKSTONE, VIRGINIA 

 

 

_______________________________APPROVED AND ADOPTED 

 

 

_______________________________TOWN CLERK 

OF THE TOWN OF BLACKSTONE, VIRGINIA 


