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Minutes of a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Town of Blackstone, Virginia, held in the 

Council Chambers located at 100 W. Elm Street, Blackstone, Virginia on Monday, April 17, 

2017 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 There Were Present: 

 

           Mayor: William D. Coleburn  

 

Council Members: Wade Hamner, Lee Scott, Ben Green, Barbara Thompson, 

Alfred Tucker, Eric Nash, Sam Moncure 

    

Town Staff: Philip Vannoorbeeck, Town Manager; Jennifer Daniel, 

Clerk; Jennifer Hardy, Finance Director; Gweneth Procise, 

Treasurer; Nicholas Kuzmiak, Police Chief; Dion Tomer, 

Fire Chief; Yvonne Wilson, Community Development 

Director, Joshua Worrell, Transit Director; Christopher 

Mathias, Sgt. 

 

      Town Attorney:  

 

Those Absent: Chief Kuzmiak  

 

Mayor Coleburn called the April Council Meeting to order.  

 

Mayor Coleburn delivered the Invocation. 

 

Mayor Coleburn led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 

VISITORS 

 

Mayor Coleburn advised Mr. Walter Mac Osborne contacted him about appointing a new 

Armory Board Member to succeed Mrs. Jennifer Beck, who is no longer with the Town.  He said 

Mr. Osborne recommended Mrs. Yvonne Wilson.   

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck explained they would like Mrs. Wilson to be a non-voting member.  

Mayor Coleburn added ex-officio. 

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to appoint Mrs. Yvonne Wilson as an ex officio member to 

the Armory Board.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Green. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

 

Mayor Coleburn said Mr. Osborne and the Armory Group are requesting to the have bathrooms 

functioning at the Armory.   

 

Councilman Nash asked what it would take to fix them.  Mr. Osborne replied they wanted Mr. 

Andre Hicks to look at them and the Armory Group would take care of painting and the physical 

work.  He said he would also talk with Mr. John Roark.    

 

Councilman Green made a motion that the Buildings, Property and Cemetery Committee take 

the Armory bathrooms under advisement.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman 

Thompson. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

 

Ms. Karen Waldrope 

 

Ms. Waldrope advised on April 6
th

, Spring Hill Baptist Church held a job fair for the community.  

She wanted to be on record as commending them for their efforts.  She added the Bus Shop and 

the Police Department were represented. 

 

Mayor Coleburn said he would write a letter.  He added Spring Hill held a Sunrise Service 

yesterday and thought 250 people attended. 
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MINUTES 

 

Councilman Green made a motion to dispense with reading and approve as presented the 

Regular Council Meeting from February 27, 2017, the Special Called Meeting from March 

23, 2017 and the Continued Meeting from March 29, 2017. The motion was seconded by 

Councilman Nash. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

 

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT 

 

Chief Tomer advised the new pick-up truck would be at Sheehy Ford next week, then they would 

outfit it to make it their command vehicle. 

 

Chief Tomer said they held their Easter Egg Drop yesterday, they learned a few lessons but all in 

all it went well.   

 

Chief Tomer advised they did approach the County during the Budget to ask for more funding 

for the Fire Department but looking in the newspaper it appeared there was no increase on that 

line item for Fire and Emergency Services.   

 

Mayor Coleburn advised the County is discussing going stickerless.  Manager Vannoorbeeck 

replied the County needs to change the due date so it is with the personal property taxes.  Mrs. 

Tomer replied the County’s plan is to put on with the personal property taxes. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked what will happen to the current command vehicle.  Chief Tomer replied it 

will hopefully be sold at the Town auction.   

 

Councilman Moncure made a motion to surplus the current Fire Department Command 

Vehicle.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Tucker. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS 

 

Mayor Coleburn stated the bills that have already been paid are in the amount of $482,418.55.   

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to approve the bills that have already been paid in the 

amount of $482,418.55.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Scott. 
 

Councilman Nash asked about CJW Medical, it was for a past officer, is this an older bill.  

Finance Director Hardy replied it was filed as a worker’s comp claim as an exposure to fluid, but 

they did not pay so this was the co-pay. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

 

Mayor Coleburn stated the bills not yet approved but to be paid are in the amount of 

$325,967.37. 

 

Councilman Green made a motion to approve as presented the bills not yet approved in the 

amount of $325,967.37.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Moncure. 

 

Councilman Scott asked about the Water/Sewer Department with Standby Systems and generator 

maintenance, it was on there twice.  Finance Director Hardy replied this was broken out by 

departments and they have several generators. 
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Councilman Nash asked about Wrigglesworth and the safety fencing, is this all reimbursable.  

Finance Director Hardy replied yes.  Manager Vannoorbeeck added VML offered a safety grant 

so the foul ball netting was purchased with this money. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck reminded Council that the Rotary would be putting a playground in the 

breezeway between the large adult field and the major/minor boys field. 

 

Mr. Nathanial Miller asked when would it be open to the public.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied 

he figured when Wrigglesworth is open. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Account & Finance – met on 3-21-17 & 3-27-17 – minutes included in April’s Council Packet 

 

Chairman Green advised the Committee met twice in order to hear from the Department Heads.  

He said all of the requests have been plugged in and now we will look into what we can and 

cannot do. 

 

 

Insurance – met 3-27-17 – minutes included in April’s Council Packet 

 

Chairman Moncure advised the Committee recommended changing the health insurance from 

250-500 and going to 500-1000 plus the option of an employee medical account.  He said the 

Town would contribute $720.00 a year to each employee who chooses the medical account 

because that is money the Town would be saving. 

 

Councilman Nash clarified there would be three choices, 500, 1000 and a Health Savings Plan.  

 

There was discussion about the Health Savings Plan and the $720.00, Finance Director Hardy 

clarified that money is subject to the IRS. 

 

Councilman Nash said he did ask the Insurance Consultant what the standard deductible for 

insurance was in the private sector and she advised $3,000.00, so this is still a benefit to be with 

the Town. 
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Councilman Moncure made a motion to approve the three options for the Town’s health 

insurance being the 500 Deductible, 1000 Deductible or the Health Saving Plan.  The motion 

was seconded by Councilman Tucker. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Abstain 

 

Councilman Nash said we did find out the Town is offered a free health screening every year and 

wanted to know if it should be mandatory.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied he did not think it 

was a good idea to be mandatory.  Finance Director added it has been set up for May 9
th

.  

 

 

Buildings, Property & Cemetery – met on 4-17-17 – minutes will be in May’s Council Packet 

 

Town Shop 

 

Chairman Green said the Town Shop had environmental problems so we hired a firm who has 

submitted the forms and DEQ has cleared the building.  He said as part of the sale contract there 

was an amendment, that once DEQ cleared the building a 90-day due diligence period would 

begin.  He said the Committee voted 3-0 today to recommend to Council to approve the 

amendment. 

 

Councilman Green made a motion to approve the amendment to the sale contract which starts 

the 90-day due diligence period tomorrow.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Nash. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked what the sale price was.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied $100,000.00.   

 

Councilman Nash asked how much the Town had put into the building.  Manager Vannoorbeeck 

replied about $30,000.00. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Abstain 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

Holly Tree 

 

Chairman Green said there is a holly tree at the corner of Jackson and East Street that is 

obstructing the view, this is within the Town Manager’s purview to take it down but a motion 

would offer support. 

 

Councilman Green made a motion to authorize Manager Vannoorbeeck to take the holly tree 

down at the corner of Jackson and East Street.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman 

Thompson. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked if it was on private or public property.  Chairman Green replied it is on 

Town property.   

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

 

Jamestown Plaque 

 

Chairman Green advised the Committee voted 3-0 to allow Councilwoman Thompson to use her 

taste to locate the Jamestown Plaque at the entrance to DMV. 

 

Councilman Green made a motion to allow Councilwoman Thompson to use her taste to 

locate the Jamestown Plaque at the entrance to DMV.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilman Nash. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

 

Second Basketball Court 

 

Chairman Green explained the rough drawing presented for the second basketball court.  He said 

the second court would be adjacent to the current court with a 30’ buffer. 

 

Councilman Nash asked why a 30’ buffer.  Chairman Green replied it was his request to have 

two back to back goals there, to give a total of six hoops. 

 

Councilman Nash asked if the parking lot would be extended.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied 

yes and described where the millings would come from.   

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said the Committee asked to move forward as quickly as possible, but 

remember we still need to get School Board approval.  

 

Councilman Moncure asked if we could request a Special Meeting of the School Board to get 

this project going.  Mayor Coleburn replied he would contact the Clerk tonight for availability. 

 

Chairman Green said the Committee’s recommendation would be to use the site plan presented, 

get the process started with the School Board, once approved then order the equipment, advertise 

for concrete bids and have Manager Vannoorbeeck proceed with installation. 

 

Mayor Coleburn said he was contacted by Mr. Miller who advised there was going to be a 

vendor at the court selling hotdogs.  Mayor Coleburn told Mr. Miller that the vendor would have 

to collect meals tax and get health department approval.  Mr. Miller told the Mayor the local 

resident already had approval.  According to staff there had not been any approval. 

 

Councilman Green made a motion to use the site plan presented, get the process started with 

the School Board, once approved then order the equipment, advertise for concrete bids and 

have Manager Vannoorbeeck proceed with installation.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilwoman Thompson. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

 

Councilman Nash asked to start moving the millings to extend the parking lot. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

1. Unity Praise Explosion – 6-17-17 

2. Earth Day Event – Picking Up Our Pride – 4-22-17 

3. Ministerial Sunday Worship Service – April 29
th

 at Seay Park 10:00 a.m. 

 

Councilman Green made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda and adding #3, the 

Ministerial Association’s request.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Nash. 
 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

1. Town Shop  

 

Discussed earlier in meeting. 
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ON-GOING PROJECTS 

 

1. Dilapidated Buildings 

 

  Nothing to report. 

 

 

2. Meals Tax 

 

Nothing to report. 

 

 

3. Street Improvement Projects 

 

Nothing to report. 

 

 

4. Church Street Project 

 

Nothing to report. 

 

 

5. Wrigglesworth Sports Complex 

 

Nothing to report. 

 

 

6. East End Planning Grant 

 

This project is moving forward. 

 

 

7. Nottoway Avenue – Revenue Share Project 

 

This project is proceeding on pace. 

 

Councilman Nash asked where the project would cross.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied at Cole 

Harbor. 

 

 

8. Utility Upgrade Project 

 

Nothing to report. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Byrne Justice Assistance Grant Acceptance 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised this is an annual grant. 

 

Councilman Green made a motion to accept the Byrne Justice Assistance Grant for the 

Police Department.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Thompson. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

   Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

 

2. Risk Management Grant Acceptance 

 

Mayor Coleburn clarified this is for the safety nets at Wrigglesworth. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked if there was any local match.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied no. 

 

Councilman Scott made a motion to accept the Risk Management Grant from VML for the 

safety nets at Wrigglesworth.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Tucker. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

   Councilman Scott   - Aye 

 

Councilman Nash said the Grant was for $3,500.00 but we only expensed out $2,200.00, 

there is money left over, what are we doing with that.  Finance Director Hardy replied they 

received a quote but when the bill came in it was lower. 
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Councilman Nash asked what are we going to do with the remainder of the money.  Manager 

Vannoorbeeck replied other safety issues had been discussed at Wrigglesworth such as 

handrails going to the press box and fix the floors in the concession stand. 

 

Finance Hardy advised there still may be a few more invoices coming in. 

 

Councilman Nash said Council voted 7-0 to close off the parking at the entrance of 

Wrigglesworth, can the money left over be used there.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied the 

plan is to use old poles and town staff to close off the parking. 

 

 

3. Loan/Grant Resolutions USDA – Police Cars 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised this is the same loan/grant we typically do.  He said this is 

for two cars and the terms are for a $27,000.00 loan at 3.375% for five years with the 

payment being $490.00 a month.  He said the second part of the loan would be awarding 

$25,000.00 to the Town.  He said this would not be enough to stencil and equip the cars.  

Manager Vannoorbeeck added the first two cars bought in 2011 would be paid off this 

month. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked if the new cars would be Chargers.  Sgt. Mathias replied he was not 

sure what they would be getting. 

 

Councilwoman Thompson made a motion to authorize Mayor Coleburn to execute the 

Loan Resolution and the Resolution of Governing Body in order to accept the grant and 

loan from USDA.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Green. 

 

Councilman Moncure suggested for equipment that we lease or buy, figure out the payments 

and put that money in the budget, then pay ourselves the interest we would have paid to make 

money on ourselves.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied the problem is they are giving us one 

car for free.  He added they only do loan/grant combinations. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 
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COMMITTEE REFERRALS 

 

1. Bon Secours - Renewal 

 

Mayor Coleburn advised we had been contacted by Bon Secours and the 10-year renewal comes 

up in June 2019.  He said after this it would become income for the Town at about $209,000.00 a 

year.   

 

Councilman Nash asked what they were currently paying.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied 

$22,000.00 a month. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said we need to find out our obligations to DHCD. 

 

Mayor Coleburn referred the Bon Secours renewal to the Buildings, Property and Cemetery 

Committee. 

 

Mayor Coleburn advised Council that from time to time he gets a level of complaints, the 

Medical Center goes through peaks and valleys on the number of doctors there.  He added he had 

been talking with the Richmond CEO.  

 

Finance Director Hardy said the Medical Center doesn’t accept the Town’s worker’s comp 

claims. 

 

 

MAYORS MINUTE 
 

Mayor Coleburn said he received a card of appreciation from Heritage Hall for the donation of 

the flagpole. 

 

Mayor Coleburn said there was a wonderful joint worship at Spring Hill Baptist Church 

yesterday. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised the May bill would include the fuel adjustment charge, which 

will be dramatically hirer.  He said it is a pass through.  Mayor Coleburn added the Town makes 

no money from this. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck thanked staff for their hard work during his recent illness.  He said today 

was his first full day back to work. 

 

 

POLICE REPORT 

 

Nothing was discussed. 
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CITIZENS COMMENTS 
 

Karen Waldrope advised at the job fair at the Community College it was said that the VCU 

coordination with the new hospital in South Hill was due to open this October.  She said 

following that opening, VCU’s dental unit would be locating in a wing to be built onto the main 

hospital.  She said when all of that is finished they would be looking at Blackstone. 

 

Councilman Green said he had a resident of Sixth Street complain about potholes in front of 

Heritage Hall, they are bad. 

 

Councilman Green said the generator that Council spoke about last month on South Main Street, 

two residents have complained that it is running at night.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied he 

spoke with Mr. Al Ellington, generators are legal.  He added there is no Code issue but there is 

an issue living in Town without water and sewer.   

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised the resident had paid up on their utilities.  Treasurer Procise 

replied they were cut off again today.  

 

Councilman Scott asked about the white dump truck purchased last year, why is it not on the 

road.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied Mr. Tim Barnes was working on the hydraulics but really, 

he was not sure why. 

 

Councilwoman Thompson asked if the streets were still being swept.  Manager Vannoorbeeck 

replied Mr. Richard Poole had been out, but Mr. David Ostrander had been coming in to clean 

the streets in the evenings.   

 

 

There being no further business to bring before Council, Mayor Coleburn declared the meeting 

adjourned at 8:03 p.m. 

 

______________________________MAYOR 

OF THE TOWN OF BLACKSTONE, VIRGINIA 

 

_______________________________APPROVED AND ADOPTED 

 

 

_______________________________TOWN CLERK 

OF THE TOWN OF BLACKSTONE, VIRGINIA 


