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Minutes of a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Town of Blackstone, Virginia, held in the 

Council Chambers located at 100 W. Elm Street, Blackstone, Virginia on Monday, September 

18, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 There Were Present: 

 

           Mayor: William D. Coleburn  

 

Council Members: Wade Hamner, Lee Scott, Ben Green, Barbara Thompson, 

Alfred Tucker, Eric Nash, Sam Moncure 

    

Town Staff: Philip Vannoorbeeck, Town Manager; Jennifer Daniel, 

Clerk; Jennifer Hardy, Finance Director; Gweneth Procise, 

Treasurer; Nicholas Kuzmiak, Police Chief; Dion Tomer, 

Fire Chief; Yvonne Wilson, Community Development 

Director, Joshua Worrell, Transit Director; Tony Mayton, 

Sgt. 

 

      Town Attorney: Tessie B. Bacon 

 

Those Absent: Jennifer Daniel, Chief Kuzmiak, Yvonne Wilson 

 

Mayor Coleburn called the September Council Meeting to order.  

 

Councilman Nash delivered the Invocation. 

 

Mayor Coleburn led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Mayor Coleburn advised an issue came up over the weekend, a letter was received from the State 

Auditor of Public Accounts for Blackstone and every town will be getting this letter showing 

each Town’s financial rating.  He thought it was important enough to schedule a Work Session 

or Special Meeting to discuss what the financial rating means and to discuss the Armory. 

 

Councilman Green advised there was not a Closed Session needed for Disposition of Real 

Property, but thought there would need to be a Closed Session for Legal Matters. 

 

Councilwoman Thompson entered the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

 

Town Shop – Sale of Property 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

DISPOSAL OF REAL PROPERTY 

TOWN OF BLACKSTONE 

 

The Blackstone Town Council shall hold a Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m., September 18, 2017 in 

the Blackstone Town Council Chambers, 100 W. Elm Street, Blackstone, Va.  This Public 

Hearing has been called as required by Section 15.2-1800 of the Code of Virginia.  The Purpose 

of the Public Hearing is to receive comments regarding the sale of certain real property owned 

by the Town of Blackstone.  The property being considered is described as Nottoway County Tax 

Parcel Numbers 50A25-1-27-1 through 6 and portions of lots 7 through 12.  This property is 

also known as 519 Church Street, Blackstone, Va.  The Town Council has received a contract 

offer from Waukeshaw Development to purchase this property and is now soliciting comments 

regarding its sale.   

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised the Town is only proposing to dispose of the front half of the 

parcels in front of the water tank.  He advised there was a survey included in the Council Packet.  

He said it shows on the survey that the Town plans to sell half of lots 8-12.  He said the proposed 

price for the sale of the Town Shop is $75,000.00 from Waukeshaw Development. 

 

Attorney Bacon advised she and Mr. Dave McCormack had discussed the addendum and 

everyone was in agreement. 

 

Mayor Coleburn advised this sale is still contingent on rezoning. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked if there was anyone here to speak for or against the proposed sale of the 

Town Shop. 

 

Mr. Michael Bagley asked if the property would be sold for $75,000.00 and $1.00 for the lease 

of property.  Mayor Coleburn replied that is correct. 

 

Mr. Bagley asked about grant documents.  Mayor Coleburn replied three years ago, Mr. 

McCormack wanted to purchase this same building but was asking the Town to endorse an 

application that could have possibly held the Town liable for a local match if Mr. McCormack 

would not have been successful.   

 

Mayor Coleburn said if any business in Blackstone were to apply for a grant with no local match 

this Council would support it.  Manager Vannoorbeeck added the terminology is the Town shall 

not be obligated on or liable for any grants obtained by the purchaser regarding this property. 

 

Mr. Bagley asked about the $1.00, why are we stuck on this, it was the same amount when the 

Armory was being discussed previously.  He said if this goes through this will be the second 

property sold for $1.00.  Mayor Coleburn replied the Memorial Center was sold for $5.00. 
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Councilman Green advised the Town would be leasing the property to Mr. McCormack. 

 

Mayor Coleburn closed the Public Hearing. 

 

Councilman Green made a motion to approve the sale of the property known as the Town 

Shop and authorize the Mayor to execute the contract.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilman Moncure. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Absent 

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Abstain 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

 

Councilman Scott entered the meeting. 

 

 

Town Shop – Lease of Property 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

DISPOSAL OF REAL PROPERTY 

TOWN OF BLACKSTONE 

 

 

The Blackstone Town Council shall hold a Public Hearing on September 18, 2017 at 7:00 p.m., 

or as soon thereafter as is practical, in the Blackstone Town Council Chambers, 100 W. Elm 

Street, Blackstone, Va.  This Public Hearing has been called as required by the Code of Virginia.  

The Purpose of the Public Hearing is to receive comments regarding a proposed lease between 

the Town of Blackstone and Waukeshaw Development for certain real property owned by the 

Town of Blackstone.  The property being considered is described as Nottoway County Tax 

Parcel Numbers 50A25-1-26-35 through 40.  The Town Council has received a proposal from 

Waukeshaw Development to lease this property and is now soliciting comments regarding the 

terms and conditions of this proposal.   

 

Mayor Coleburn explained this is the lease of property across College Avenue in the amount of 

$1.00 per year.  He said the Town would retain ownership of the property. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised this business is planned to be a restaurant and selling of craft 

beers from Mr. McCormack’s brewery. 
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Mayor Coleburn said some have asked him about the hours of operation, that will be discussed 

during the Public Hearing for rezoning. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised the property to be leased would be from the alleyway behind 

Farm Bureau to Second Street, not including the water tank. 

 

Councilman Nash asked if Mr. McCormack would be responsible for maintenance.  Manager 

Vannoorbeeck replied yes, any improvements or maintenance will be Mr. McCormack’s 

responsibility.   

 

Councilman Nash asked about permanent improvements.  Attorney Bacon replied Waukeshaw 

will be responsible for all routine maintenance and structural repairs. 

 

Councilman Moncure asked if the lease would be year to year.  Attorney Bacon replied the start 

of the lease would be from the purchase date through 25 years.  She added it does say 

Waukeshaw or the Town of Blackstone may give 30-day notice of the lease if the business 

ceases operation. 

 

Attorney Bacon pointed out the lease does talk about assignment, and Waukeshaw shall not 

assign the lease or sublet without the landlord’s prior written consent.  

 

Mayor Coleburn asked if there was anyone here to speak for or against the proposed lease of 

Town property. 

 

Mr. Waymond Mitchell asked about the $1.00 for leasing the property.  Manager Vannoorbeeck 

replied it would be like Mr. Jerome Wilson’s parking lot downtown, he does not charge for 

parking.  He added it is quite common for parking lots. 

 

Mayor Coleburn said the Town currently pays $1.00 for the lease of the school property for 

Wrigglesworth and the basketball courts. 

 

Mayor Coleburn closed the Public Hearing. 

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to approve the lease of the Town owned College Avenue 

property at $1.00 per year for 25 years to Waukeshaw Development and have the Mayor 

execute the documents at the time of closing.  The motion was seconded by Councilman 

Tucker. 

 

Mayor Coleburn pointed out this building that has been owned by the Town for about 80 years, 

the new owner will pay taxes and buy utilities. 

 

Attorney Bacon clarified the $1.00 is one time for the term, not every year. 

 

Councilman Nash amended his motion to clarify the $1.00 is for the term, not every year.  The 

amended motion was seconded by Councilman Tucker. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Abstain 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

 

 

Curfew Ordinance – Section 38-1 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

TOWN OF BLACKSTONE 

 

The Town of Blackstone Town Council shall hold a Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m., Monday, 

September 18, 2017, or as soon thereafter, in the Town Council Chambers, 100 W. Elm Street, 

Blackstone, Virginia.  The purpose of the Public Hearing is for Council to consider an 

amendment to the Ordinance, Section 38-1, Curfew, Persons Under 18, for the Town of 

Blackstone.   

 

Mayor Coleburn said this Ordinance is to bring the Town in compliance with the State.  He said 

the times will now be from 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked if there was anyone here to speak for or against the proposed amendment 

to the Curfew Ordinance. 

 

Mr. Nathanial Miller asked about the Ordinance.  Mayor Coleburn read the Ordinance. 

 

Mayor Coleburn closed the Public Hearing. 

 

Councilman Green asked Sgt. Mayton if there were any difficulties with juveniles between the 

hours of 10:00-11:00 p.m.  Sgt. Mayton replied from time to time. 

 

Councilman Green said he was very much against this because the government gets their nose 

into the taxpayer’s business too much.  He said if a 17-year-old child is capable of driving to 

Richmond for a date but we tell them they have to be home by 10:00 p.m., he thought that should 

be up to the parents.  He said he was against the 10:00 p.m. and unless he can be convinced 

otherwise, he could not support this.  

 

Councilman Nash asked if it was the driving or foot traffic.  Sgt. Mayton replied the foot traffic. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked Attorney Bacon if the Town had a choice.  Attorney Bacon replied yes, 

you can do less stringent.   
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Councilman Nash made a motion to approve the Curfew Ordinance as presented.  The motion 

was seconded by Councilwoman Thompson. 

 

Councilman Green made a substitute motion to approve the Curfew Ordinance but have the 

times change from 11:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.  The motion was seconded by Councilman 

Moncure. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

 

 

VISITORS: 

 

Mr. Jerome Knight 

 

Mr. Knight advised on or about August 13th of this year, his ceiling collapsed in his living room. 

He said they went through the insurance company but they did not rule it was too much weight.  

He said the collapse came from too much insulation.  He said he spoke to a lawyer but was told 

he could not hold the contractor liable because he did not pay the contractor, the Town of 

Blackstone paid them through the grant project.  He advised his furniture, TV, flooring and 

curtains were ruined.  He said somebody needs to be held liable to replace his things. 

 

Mr. Knight said no he did not have renter’s insurance because the home is owned by his father, 

little did he know his father could not insure his property. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised the homeowner’s insurance paid for the repair to the ceiling.  

He said we turned it into VML and they chose not to pay because the Town had no liability. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked when the project work was done.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied 

roughly 4 years ago.  Mr. Knight replied 3 years ago. 

 

Mayor Coleburn said the contractor who did the work originally was paid by the grant, has this 

contractor done additional work since then.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied yes. 

 

Councilman Moncure said another 10 or so days was needed because there has not been enough 

time to have done what the Committee recommended. 
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Manager Vannoorbeeck advised this Thursday, Mr. Earl Howerton and the Building Inspector 

would be meeting at the Knight’s home to investigate the incident. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked to continue this item and this Meeting to Wednesday, October 4, 2017 at 

6:00 p.m. 

 

 

Mr. Lewis Johnson 

 

Mr. Johnson said he did not think he should have to pay $500.00 for the Itinerant License for 

three months and no one else has paid $500.00 for the whole year.  He said everybody he talked 

to at the Arts and Crafts Festival said they don’t pay Meals Tax.  He said he didn’t like being 

singled out. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said Mr. Johnson was not being singled out, he was being charged the 

correct way, the others were done incorrectly. 

 

Mayor Coleburn said because Mr. Johnson brought this to the Town’s attention, it will now be 

done correctly.  He read the figures from surrounding areas for Itinerant Merchant Licenses. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said according to the Ordinance the ice cream truck is not allowed to 

sell in the Town of Blackstone, if we are going to treat them the same way because you cannot 

park on the side of the road and sell ice cream.  He said we need to differentiate between 

prepared and non-prepared foods. 

 

Mr. Johnson said also the rule of allowing 4 times a year selling, sometimes he sees the same 

people twice a week making a profit and nobody is saying anything to them. 

 

Mayor Coleburn said Mr. Johnson brought up some good points and the Town needs to get better 

at this. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said the request tonight was for a Public Hearing to do away with the 

cost up front.  He said from now on he would be handling the Business License applications 

staring January 1st because it has to do with zoning. 

 

Councilman Moncure said we need to go back and correct what we can and we either need to 

abide by the Ordinance as written or change it. 

 

Mayor Coleburn said when there is a festival of any sort there needs to be someone that attends 

to remind people to pay Meals Tax. 

 

Treasurer Procise advised there are forms provided to each food vendor and they do submit the 

paperwork and pay the Meals Tax. 

 

Councilwoman Thompson suggested pro-rating the amount due for this year.   

 



8 

 

Councilman Nash said and from now on everyone pays the $500.00, but it does not relinquish 

the others from the past from paying, they need a bill sent to them. 

 

Councilman Green asked Mr. Johnson if he would agree paying ¼ of the fee.  Mr. Johnson 

replied that would be fine. 

 

Mayor Coleburn said there was an Ordinance on the books right now and did not think that could 

be done.  

 

Mayor Coleburn asked Attorney Bacon if Council could pro-rate the license without a Public 

Hearing.  Attorney Bacon replied she believed it could be at Council’s discretion. 

 

Councilman Green made a motion to pro-rate Mr. Lewis Johnson’s Itinerant Merchant’s 

License from the day he purchased his Business License through the end of the year.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilman Nash. 

 

Councilman Green said we have drawn the line in the sand with Mr. Johnson, if anyone comes to 

Town they still pay the $500.00.  

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said there needs to be a set of rules where a food truck can set up.  He 

would like something in writing that prepared foods cannot be sold on public streets, perhaps 

private property in the B-G Zone. 

 

Councilman Green asked Attorney Bacon to bring to Council a brief on parking of food trucks to 

the October 4th Meeting. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

 

 

MINUTES: 

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to dispense with reading and approve as presented the 

Regular Council Meeting Minutes from August 28, 2017.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilwoman Thompson. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

 

 

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT 

 

Chief Tomer asked to advertise the Bull Blast on Town property. 

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to grant exception to advertise on Town property for the 

Bull Blast.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Scott. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

 

Chief Tomer advised there is a 2002 Ford Pickup that needs to be surplus. 

 

Councilman Green made a motion to surplus the 2002 Ford Pickup at the Fire Department.  

The motion was seconded by Councilman Scott. 

 

Councilman Nash asked if the money would go into the Fire Apparatus Fund.  Manager 

Vannoorbeeck replied yes. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said it was his opinion that Council reject all bids for the Fire 

Department Command Vehicle. 

 

Chief Tomer said the company withdrew their bid over a $2,000.00 difference. 

 

Councilman Green asked if the next bidder would accept the bid at the Town’s price.  Mayor 

Coleburn replied it was worth a phone call.  Chief Tomer added we can ask but it is a $6,000.00 

difference, he did not foresee that happening. 

 

Councilman Green made a motion to reject all bids for the Fire Department Command 

Vehicle and start the process again.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Moncure. 

 

Councilman Nash asked that it be re-bid on eVA and the previous bidders list but not in the 

paper. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

 

Chief Tomer reminded Council that Open House was October 8th. 
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PAYMENT OF BILLS: 

 

Mayor Coleburn stated the bills that have already been paid are in the amount of $534,279.14.   

 

Councilman Scott made a motion to approve the bills that have already been paid in the 

amount of $534,279.14.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Tucker. 
 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

 

 

Mayor Coleburn stated the bills not yet approved but to be paid are in the amount of 

$140,965.52. 

 

Councilman Green made a motion to approve as presented the bills not yet approved but to be 

paid in the amount of $140,965.52.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Thompson. 

 

Councilman Nash asked about Blackstone Animal Clinic, when shall we expect to see the dog on 

duty.  Sgt. Mayton replied December. 

 

Councilman Moncure asked about the Fire Department paying $101.00 a month for a copy 

machine, is that high.  Finance Director Hardy replied it is a lease amount.  Chief Tomer added it 

is also their printer. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

Insurance – met on 9-12-17 – minutes included in September’s Council Packet 

 

Itinerate Merchant License 

 

This was continued to the October 4th Meeting. 

 

Mayor Coleburn clarified on October 4th there would be discussed: 

 

Armory – Town’s Financial Rating – Knight’s Situation – Itinerant Merchant License 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

1. Parade Permit – Heritage Hall 5K – 10-28-17 

2. Fire Prevention Week – Oct. 6th – Oct. 13th - Banner 

3. Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda items above.  The motion 

was seconded by Councilman Green. 

 

Mr. Tom Wilkinson asked about Oktoberfest.  Mayor Coleburn replied it is this coming 

Saturday. 

 

Mr. Wilkinson advised it would be the fourth annual and at Schwartz Tavern.   

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck read the requests to close High Street on Saturday, September 23rd and 

for the Wine Festival on October 21st at Schwartz Tavern. 

 

Councilman Nash amended his motion to include the two street closure requests for 

Oktoberfest and the Wine Festival as well.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Green. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

1. Fire Department Command Vehicle Bids 

 

This was discussed earlier in the meeting. 

 

 

2. Internship Policy 

 

Mayor Coleburn advised this was being worked on by Transit Director Josh Worrell. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck asked Council to review. 

 

 

3. Camera Monitoring System Bids 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised bids were opened today and the low bid was $6,876.25 and was 

from Alarm Pro.  He said four bids were received. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck recommended approval contingent upon review by he and Transit 

Director Worrell. 

 

Councilman Nash asked what would be monitored.  Transit Director Worrell replied the interior 

of the Administration Building and the interior and exterior of the Shop. 

 

Councilman Nash asked how much would be reimbursed by the Bus System.  Transit Director 

Worrell replied there is $15,000.00 appropriated by DRPT and believed the local match would 

be 5%.   

 

Councilman Nash asked what the monitoring fee would be.  Transit Director Worrell replied he 

did not know the annual fee, but they would be able to monitor themselves. 

 

Councilman Green made a motion to approve the low bid from Alarm Pro in the amount of 

$6,876.25 contingent on the Town Manager working out details for the recurring costs and a 

5% match.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Nash. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 
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4. Burn Building 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised neither Prince Edward nor Dinwiddie will be using the Burn 

Building.  He said Nottoway County has agreed to participate, but because of so many dropping 

out, the pro-rata share has dramatically gone up. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said it is a $165,000.00 estimated construction cost and a $61,000.00 

grant approval, he said the difference would be in-kind.  He added he submitted a request for a 

one-year extension on the grant to December 2018. 

 

Councilman Green asked if it was feasible to join with someone else, why is everyone bailing on 

us. 

 

Councilman Nash asked that Chief Tomer and Attorney Bacon find a way that the funds come to 

the County instead of the Association. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked that the Nottoway County Emergency Services Association make a 

united front to the Board of Supervisors and explain the dilemma and the County could take the 

lead. 

 

 

ON-GOING PROJECTS: 

 

1. Dilapidated Buildings 

 

There was nothing to report. 

 

 

2. Meals Tax 

 

There was nothing to report. 

 

 

3. Street Improvement Projects 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised right now we have a Nottoway Avenue $400,000.00 line of 

credit, which is paid back in cash.  He is requesting this line of credit be used for the South Main 

Street project and the TAP 21 project at Wrigglesworth. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked who the line of credit is through.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied 

Benchmark. 

 

Councilman Green made a motion to use the $400,000.00 line of credit at Benchmark for the 

South Main Street project and the TAP 21 project at Wrigglesworth.  The motion was 

seconded by Councilman Moncure. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

 

 

Councilman Nash suggested a water truck daily, the dust is horrible during this South Main 

Street project. 

 

 

4. Church Street Project 

 

There was nothing to report. 

 

 

5. Wrigglesworth Sports Complex 

 

Councilman Green made a motion to approve the TAP 21 project in the amount of 260,260.00, 

with a local match of $52,052.00.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Nash. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked when the project would begin.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied hopefully 

it would be done by March. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

 

 

6. East End Planning Grant 

 

There was nothing to report. 
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7. Nottoway Avenue – Revenue Share Project 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said there were some questions about finishing two driveways.  He said 

Harman Saunders should be here Wednesday to complete them. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised it was intended to surface treat when Whitehurst comes to 

Town, which will be the entire length of the project to the end of State Maintenance.  He said the 

State will pay Whitehurst. 

 

 

8. Utility Upgrade Project 

 

There was nothing to report. 

 

 

VUMAC Grass 

 

Councilman Moncure said several people have complained about the grass at VUMAC.  

Manager Vannoorbeeck said it is the Methodist’s responsibility and they don’t want the Town to 

cut it because of the $100.00 administrative fee.  He added Carthan Currin paid the last time it 

was cut. 

 

Councilman Green made a motion that the Town cut the grass starting tomorrow at VUMAC 

and send them a bill, and to assess the situation every ten days.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilman Moncure. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

1. DBi – Revolving Loan Pool 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised he received a $25,000.00 check from DBi to add to the funds 

already set aside for the Loan Pool.  He said DBi is now asking for that money to be turned over 

to them for loan purposes. 
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Councilman Green explained DBi is administering the Loan Pool by the strict guidelines 

provided by the State.  He said DBi would like to take the $25,000.00 and use for smaller 

projects and have more flexibility with maybe 0% interest. 

 

Councilman Green made a motion to remove the $25,000.00 from the Town and give DBi the 

autonomy over the $25,000.00. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck thought the motion should include that money be audited at DBi’s 

expense.   

 

Councilman Moncure seconded the motion. 

 

Councilman Nash said he was concerned about the 0% interest.  He said it was not fair that all 

the businesses couldn’t apply.  Councilman Green replied he was getting ready to make an 

investment and he was outside the district, it is what it is. 

 

Mr. Zachary Whitlow said it is fair to the businesses in the district because DBi specifically 

represents the businesses within the Historical District. 

 

Mayor Coleburn said his concern was this money is State money coming to the people of 

Blackstone and their elected representatives, so when the people’s representatives want to have 

some oversight with the loan pool as in the past, does Council wish to relinquish control. 

 

Mr. Whitlow said DBi can have Virginia Main Street coordinate with Council as needed, but the 

$25,000.00 that came from the Downtown Investment Grant does technically belong to DBi. 

 

Mr. Whitlow advised with the auditing, the financial statement and reports do get sent to DHCD 

based on the general guidelines for CDBG.   

 

Councilman Green said we don’t need to lose sight of the fact they are taking care of that fund 

now anyway.  He said this just gives them more flexibility on a smaller scale. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Nay 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 
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2. Talbert & Bright Agreement 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised this was an agreement that had expired, but will allow for 

application of construction grants. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked roughly how many people keep planes in the hangars.  Manager 

Vannoorbeeck replied 12. 

 

Councilman Nash asked if they had to have a plane or could it be used for storage.  Manager 

Vannoorbeeck replied we should specify they have to have a plane. 

 

Councilman Green said he read through the document and could not find a cost.  Mayor 

Coleburn replied it would be through Task Orders. 

 

Councilman Scott made a motion to enter into agreement with Talbert & Bright for design 

and engineering services at the Airport, with all projects having to come before Council for 

approval.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Nash. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Nay 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 

 

 

3. Alley Easement – College Avenue 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised Council there needed to be a Public Hearing because he had not 

heard from the adjoining property owners. 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE REFERRALS: 

 

1. Bevell’s Parking Lot 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised there had been a request to put up a semi-permanent structure 

on Town owned property.  He said Mr. DeNitto had requested putting up a storage building. 

 

Councilman Green and Nash declined the request. 

 



19 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked how many spots would it take up.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied 

probably two. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked Manager Vannoorbeeck to let Mr. DeNitto know when he submits 

something in writing he would refer it to Committee. 

 

 

MAYORS MINUTE 
 

Mayor Coleburn said he received a letter that he wanted to give to Buildings and Property from 

America Evolution. He said this letter advised the Carriage Museum has been identified as a site 

to be included in the American Evolution Digital Trail App.  He gave the letter to Councilman 

Green. 

 

 

POLICE REPORT 

 

Mr. Waymond Mitchell reminded Council about the Ward cook-outs and Coffee with a Cop. 

 

 

CITIZENS COMMENTS 
 

There were no additional comments. 

 

 

CLOSED SESSION 
 

 Virginia Code Section 2.2-3711 

 

7/ Legal Matters 

Councilman Scott made a motion to go into Closed Session for consultation with legal counsel 

and briefings by staff members or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, 

where such consultation or briefing in open meeting would adversely affect the negotiating or 

litigating posture of the public body.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Nash. 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Hamner   - Aye 

  Councilman Scott   - Aye 

  Councilman Green   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Tucker   - Aye 

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Moncure   - Aye 
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Councilman Nash made a motion to certify that to the best of each member’s knowledge only 

public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements and only such 

public business matters as were identified in the motion by which the Closed Meeting was 

convened, were heard, discussed or considered in the meeting.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilman Tucker. 
 

VOTE: 

  Councilman Hamner   - Certify 

  Councilman Scott   - Certify 

  Councilman Green   - Certify 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Certify 

  Councilman Tucker   - Certify 

  Councilman Nash   - Certify 

  Councilman Moncure   - Certify 

 

    

Mayor Coleburn continued this meeting to Wednesday, October 4, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

There being no further business to bring before Council, Mayor Coleburn declared the meeting 

adjourned at 9:47 p.m. 

 

 

______________________________MAYOR 

OF THE TOWN OF BLACKSTONE, VIRGINIA 

 

 

_______________________________APPROVED AND ADOPTED 

 

 

_______________________________TOWN CLERK 

OF THE TOWN OF BLACKSTONE, VIRGINIA 


