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Minutes of a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Town of Blackstone, Virginia, held in the 

Council Chambers located at 100 W. Elm Street, Blackstone, Virginia on Monday, September 

17, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 There Were Present: 

 

           Mayor: William D. Coleburn  

 

Council Members: Christine Hasbrouck, Shelia Jones, Lonnie Morgan, 

Barbara Thompson, Nathaniel Miller, Eric Nash, Tom 

Wilkinson 

    

Town Staff: Philip Vannoorbeeck, Town Manager; Jennifer Daniel, 

Clerk; Jennifer Hardy, Finance Director; Brittany Harris, 

Treasurer; Nicholas Kuzmiak, Police Chief; Dion Tomer, 

Fire Chief; Yvonne Wilson, Community Development 

Director; Joshua Worrell, Transit Director 

 

      Town Attorney:  

 

Those Absent:   

 

Mayor Coleburn called the September Council Meeting to order and offered a moment of silence 

for a death today in Chesterfield, that occurred due to the tornado. 

 

Mayor Coleburn delivered the Invocation. 

 

Mayor Coleburn led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

 

Amend & Reenact Section 38-47 Urban Archery Hunting 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

TOWN OF BLACKSTONE 

 

The Blackstone Town Council shall hold a Public Hearing on September 17, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. 

in the Blackstone Town Council Chambers, 100 W. Elm Street, Blackstone, Va.  The purpose of 

the Public Hearing is to consider a proposed ordinance which would amend and reenact Section 

38-47-Archery Hunting Season, of the Blackstone Town Code.  Specifically, the proposed 

amendments would eliminate the minimum acreage requirement and permit archery target 

shooting in certain locations.   
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Mayor Coleburn advised you can shoot deer in Town with a bow and arrow, this amendment 

seeks to enlarge the area to three contiguous acres with permission from all the land owners 

involved.  He said setbacks from the road and property lines still need to be met.   

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said there are a few changes that Sgt. Mathias is recommending, one 

being the removal of the acreage requirement but retain the setback of 100 yards from an 

occupied structure or dwelling.  Also being recommended is allowing target shooting within the 

100-yard setback that is currently in place.   

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said this would not apply to the upcoming hunting season but instead it 

would be next year. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked if there was anyone here to speak for or against the proposed Ordinance.   

 

Mayor Coleburn closed the Public Hearing. 

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to approve the revised Ordinance as presented.  The motion 

was seconded by Councilman Wilkinson.   

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Wilkinson  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Hasbrouck  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Jones   - Aye 

  Councilman Morgan   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Miller   - Aye 

 

 

Pole Attachment Fees 

 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

TOWN OF BLACKSTONE 

 

The Blackstone Town Council shall hold a Public Hearing on September 17, 2018 at 7:00 p.m., 

or as soon thereafter as is practical, in the Blackstone Town Council Chambers, 100 W. Elm 

Street, Blackstone, Va.  The purpose of the Public Hearing is to consider a proposed ordinance 

which would govern pole attachments and set forth pole attachment fees.  Specifically, the 

proposed ordinance would permit the collection of pole attachment fees from cable and 

communications providers that collocate on utility poles belonging to the Town of Blackstone.   

 

Mayor Coleburn asked how much the fee would be.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied $18.00 a 

pole, with a net of approximately $46,000.00 a year. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked if there was anyone here to speak for or against the proposed Ordinance. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked what the Town was going to do with this money.  Manager 

Vannoorbeeck replied it would go into the Reserve Account until Council decided. 

 

Mayor Coleburn closed the Public Hearing. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck asked to make it effective January 1, 2019 in order to figure things out 

and notify everybody.  He said this Ordinance also has a deadline when poles are replaced for 

utilities to be removed.   

 

Mayor Coleburn asked when the payment would be due.  Councilman Nash replied thirty days 

after bill is provided. 

 

Councilwoman Thompson made a motion to approve the Ordinance as presented.  The motion 

was seconded by Councilman Morgan. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Wilkinson  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Hasbrouck  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Jones   - Aye 

  Councilman Morgan   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Miller   - Aye 

 

 

MINUTES: 

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to dispense with reading and approve as presented the 

Regular Council Meeting Minutes from August 27, 2018.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilwoman Hasbrouck. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Wilkinson  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Hasbrouck  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Jones   - Aye 

  Councilman Morgan   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Miller   - Aye 
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VISITORS: 

 

Mr. Scott Lewis – Blackstone, VA  

 

Mr. Lewis said he met with Manager Vannoorbeeck and Mr. Dan Martin about building his 

duplex on Third Street.  He said for his underground service he would have to pay from the pole 

to the house, which he understood.  He said he received a bill from the Town for $1,500.00, 

which included a 15 kva transformer.   He said he did not own the pole nor the transformer, if he 

does own the transformer, if lightning hits it, does he have to replace it.  He asked if purchasing a 

transformer was standard procedure.   

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised the new policy that was adopted in 2017 included all materials 

and duplexes were specifically included.  He said Goodwill was the first customer charged for 

their transformer.  

 

Mayor Coleburn asked how much the transformer cost.  Mr. Lewis replied $644.00.   

 

Councilman Nash asked if this was a standard home transformer.  Manager Vannoorbeeck 

replied yes, it is the smallest size.   

 

Mr. Lewis said there were already two existing houses on the property and tap fees were 

covered.  He said for him to upgrade the Town’s service to run power to him did not seem right. 

 

Councilman Morgan said the way he reads the Policy, all underground materials used to provide 

service shall be billed to the customer, he read that as all material underground.    

 

Councilman Nash said if it is a standard transformer such as for this duplex, it should be at the 

Town’s cost.  

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to change the Policy and Guidelines for Electric Service 

and add Duplexes to Single Family as long as it is the same size transformer.  He also waived 

the $644.00 transformer cost for Mr. Scott Lewis.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilwoman Thompson. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Wilkinson  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Hasbrouck  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Jones   - Aye 

  Councilman Morgan   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Miller   - Aye 
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FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: 

 

Chief Tomer advised the date change for the Truck Pull is now September 29th.  

 

Chief Tomer said the new defibrillator and light package has been put on EMS 11.   

 

Chief Tomer advised the Boot Drive was amazing, they did right over $10,000.00. 

 

Chief Tomer said September 22nd Heritage Hall would be having an Evacuation Drill that would 

include the Fire Department, with this being required annually now.  He said there is a request in 

the packet to close Sixth Street from Lunenburg Avenue to Main Street. 

 

Chief Tomer advised the Fire Department’s Open House would be October 7th at 1:00 p.m. 

 

Chief Tomer said the FEMA Grant opens September 24th, last year they applied for the ladder 

truck and they would like to do the same this year.  He believed the grant was 95% with a 5% 

match.   

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised there is about $78,000.00 in the Apparatus Fund that could go 

towards the match. 

 

Councilman Nash asked if there were any engines that needed to be replaced.  Chief Tomer 

replied the Open Cab Engine would be the next for replacement in 2022. 

 

Councilman Nash asked if there was a different grant available for this.  Chief Tomer replied 

possibly the same type, USDA. 

 

Councilman Nash asked if it would hurt the Town’s chances if we are awarded the FEMA Grant 

now and then apply again in two years.  Chief Tomer replied the grant writer told them 

Blackstone would not get the opportunity to get an Engine because the Tanker and the amount of 

water it holds puts them out of the loop, but a ladder truck is a different classification.  

 

Councilman Nash made a motion authorizing the Blackstone Fire Department to apply for the 

FEMA Grant for a ladder truck.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Jones. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Wilkinson  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Hasbrouck  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Jones   - Aye 

  Councilman Morgan   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Miller   - Aye 
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Chief Tomer advised every year the Fire Department purchases roughly $20,000.00 in turn-out 

gear, he requested authorization to seek bids.  He added this is for the new budget year.     

 

Councilman Nash made a motion authorizing the Fire Department to proceed with seeking 

bids for turn-out gear.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Wilkinson. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Wilkinson  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Hasbrouck  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Jones   - Aye 

  Councilman Morgan   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Miller   - Aye 

 

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS: 

 

Mayor Coleburn stated the bills that have already been paid are in the amount of $431,738.26.   

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to approve the bills that have already been paid in the 

amount of $431,738.26.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Jones. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Wilkinson  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Hasbrouck  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Jones   - Aye 

  Councilman Morgan   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Miller   - Aye 

 

 

Mayor Coleburn stated the bills not yet approved but to be paid are in the amount of  

$239,489.13. 

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to approve as presented the bills not yet approved but to be 

paid in the amount of $239,489.13.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Wilkinson. 

 

Councilman Miller asked about two invoices from Watts Towing for the same amount.  Finance 

Director Hardy replied it may be the coding but would check into this and advise. 
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Councilman Nash asked about being reimbursed for CenturyLink for the Carriage Museum.  

Finance Director Hardy replied this was an old invoice and she was still working with 

CenturyLink. 

 

Councilman Nash asked about the Burn Building, cantilever gate, is that from the Commission 

Funds.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied no, there was a fire company from Powhatan that backed 

into the gate and they paid without filing with an insurance company. 

 

Councilman Miller asked about Virginia, Maryland and Delaware, each department pays 

$240.00.  Finance Director Hardy replied correct, it is broken out for each department because 

they provide safety classes for each. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Wilkinson  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Hasbrouck  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Jones   - Aye 

  Councilman Morgan   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Miller   - Aye 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

There were no Committee Reports this month. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

1. Heritage Hall – Alzheimer’s 5K Walk/Run 

2. Community Block Party 

3. Street Closure – Heritage Hall – Evacuation Drill 

 

Councilman Morgan made a motion to approve the three Consent Agenda items.  The motion 

was seconded by Councilwoman Thompson. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Wilkinson  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Hasbrouck  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Jones   - Aye 

  Councilman Morgan   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Miller   - Aye 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

1. Board of Zoning Appeals Recommendation 

 

Mayor Coleburn advised he had a name to recommend and asked Council if anyone else had a 

name to offer.  Councilwoman Thompson replied Ms. Linda Jones. 

 

Mayor Coleburn said he had talked to Mrs. Monica Frisby and she agreed if Council were to 

nominate her. 

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to nominate Mrs. Monica Frisby for appointment to the 

Board of Zoning Appeals.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Jones. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked by Common Consent that if another vacancy comes up we would 

consider Ms. Linda Jones first. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Wilkinson  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Hasbrouck  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Jones   - Aye 

  Councilman Morgan   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Miller   - Aye 

 

 

2. Internship Policy 

 

Transit Director Worrell advised David Benalcazar has applied to be an accountant intern for the 

fall semester, he is from Longwood and would be starting this week. 

 



9 

 

Councilwoman Hasbrouck made a motion to accept the intern application from David 

Benalcazar that would start this week through December.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilwoman Jones. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Wilkinson  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Hasbrouck  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Jones   - Aye 

  Councilman Morgan   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Miller   - Aye 

 

 

Transit Director Worrell said the Policy originally was to be adopted by Council but he was 

recommending approval of interns be approved by the Town Manager due to time constraints, 

who would then inform Council. 

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to amend the Internship Policy to include approval by the 

Town Manager with notification given to Council.  The motion was seconded by Councilman 

Morgan. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Wilkinson  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Hasbrouck  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Jones   - Aye 

  Councilman Morgan   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Miller   - Aye 

 

 

3. Water & Sewer – Cox Road 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck asked for Council’s authorization to start working with the Nottoway 

Planning Council to try to identify resources.   

 

Mayor Coleburn asked where does water and sewer stop going down North Main Street.  

Manager Vannoorbeeck replied approximately L.V. Harris’ shop.   

 

Mayor Coleburn asked if it would require mandated connections.  Manager Vannoorbeeck 

replied he did not know if the Town could mandate connections in the County. 
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Councilman Nash made a motion authorizing Manager Vannoorbeeck to work with the 

Nottoway County Planning Council to explore resources.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilwoman Jones. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Wilkinson  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Hasbrouck  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Jones   - Aye 

  Councilman Morgan   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Miller   - Aye 

 

 

4. Industrial Park – Three Phase Electric 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said he received an email from the Virginia Economic Development 

Partnership that has a program called the Virginia Business Ready Sites Program.   He said this 

is a grant that can assist with upgrades to infrastructure, roads, etc. towards a tier level.   He said 

his intention was for the Town’s portion of the 50/50 share for electric to the Industrial Park.   He 

said there is only $1 Million available statewide, so he would be requesting up to $125,000.00. 

 

Councilwoman Thompson made a motion that the Town work with the Nottoway Planning 

Council for grant assistance for the Virginia Business Ready Sites Program for up to 

$125,000.00.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Jones. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Wilkinson  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Hasbrouck  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Jones   - Aye 

  Councilman Morgan   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Miller   - Aye 

 

 

5. Award Bids – Storm Sewer, East End, Water Distribution 

 

Mayor Coleburn advised the Town was successful in getting the East End Community Grant.   
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Manager Vannoorbeeck advised the Town had bid out the East End water and sewer project, 

along with a section of storm sewer in the alley between east Maple and east Elm Street.  He said 

this bid also includes the line work adjacent to the bowling alley and back to the Main Gate and 

includes a booster station.  He said this would take Tank 1 at the Main Gate offline and the 

400,000-gallon concrete tank on College Avenue offline. 

 

Mr. Tom Taylor asked about the water/sewer lines on Harris and Fitzgerald Streets.  Mayor 

Coleburn replied that would be Phase 2. 

 

Councilman Miller asked when the paperwork would be done for Phase 2.  Manager 

Vannoorbeeck replied they would submit in 2020. 

 

Councilwoman Thompson made a motion to award the project work to H.G. Reynolds in the 

amount of $2,167,780.00 and authorizing the Town Manager to execute all documents.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilwoman Jones. 

 

Councilman Nash asked what would the Town’s commitment be, what is the Town’s actual cost 

for East End.  Manager Vannoorbeeck pointed out the document in the Council Packet that does 

the break out for East End. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Wilkinson  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Hasbrouck  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Jones   - Aye 

  Councilman Morgan   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Miller   - Aye 

 

Councilman Nash asked Manager Vannoorbeeck to provide Council with the Town’s actual 

funds for the East End project. 

 

 

6. Drug & Alcohol Policy 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said specifically this is for BABS, which is being recommended by the 

State.  He said in addition, does Council want to adopt this for all random testing of safety 

sensitive positions with the Town.  

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to adopt the BABS Drug and Alcohol Policy which includes 

one strike and you are out.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Hasbrouck. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Wilkinson  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Hasbrouck  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Jones   - Aye 

  Councilman Morgan   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Miller   - Aye 

 

Mayor Coleburn said now taking the Policy just adopted and applying it to all Town employees 

that are safety sensitive.   

 

Councilman Nash asked if all departments know who is safety sensitive.  He said when we 

correct the Policy we need to include the positions this applies to.  

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to adopt the Zero Tolerance Drug and Alcohol Policy for all 

safety sensitive employees of the Town and those employees be included in the Policy and that 

all employees be notified.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Miller. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Wilkinson  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Hasbrouck  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Jones   - Aye 

  Councilman Morgan   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Miller   - Aye 

 

 

7. Conflict of Interest 

 

Mayor Coleburn said there was a letter from Attorney Bacon in the packet that confirms what 

Councilman Wilkinson offered last month. 

 

Mayor Coleburn said there are rules governing and forbidding town officials from having a 

contract with their local government, but some exceptions are sealed bids and if they were in that 

field of business before being elected to Council.   

 

Mayor Coleburn said Councilman Nash offered to pay for the opinion from Attorney Bacon but 

believed it was better for the Town to pay so nobody can say Councilman Nash paid for this 

opinion. 
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Manager Vannoorbeeck said from now on motions should reflect what is required by the State, 

that the member shall have no involvement in the preparation of the specs and that the remaining 

members state that it is in the public interest of the member to bid on such contract. 

   

 

ON-GOING PROJECTS: 

 

1. Dilapidated Buildings 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised Mr. Fields home on Stokes Street would hopefully be torn down 

before the end of September.  He said the rebuild had been awarded to SS&S Construction. 

 

Councilman Nash asked about the property on Mann Street.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied the 

asbestos abatement had been awarded to WACO but the work had not been done yet. 

 

Councilman Nash asked about the Bird Road property.  Manager Vannoorbeeck replied he had 

given the asbestos contractor information to Mr. Byers. 

 

 

2. Meals Tax 

 

There was nothing to report. 

 

 

3. Street Improvement Projects 

 

Mayor Coleburn advised tar and gravel would be taking place in Ward D. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised Colony Construction would be here soon to finish some 

patching.   

 

 

4. Wrigglesworth Sports Complex / TAP 21 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said the curb and gutter should have been done but this is a federal grant 

and we have to finish comments from VDOT.   

 

 

5. Utility Upgrade Project 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised the company has started mobilizing and has submitted a pay 

request for stored materials. 
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6. East End Neighborhood Project 

 

This was discussed earlier in the meeting. 

 

 

7. Rental Property Maintenance 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked if someone is a rental property owner, will the program start with where 

complaints are.  Community Development Director Wilson replied the plan is to do this 

systematically, but if there are complaints they will be priority. 

 

Community Development Director Wilson said she had notified all rental property owners that 

they were aware of about the upcoming meeting. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised of the Public Meeting on September 25th. 

 

 

8. Weatherization 

 

Community Development Director Wilson advised Rugby Environmental would be taking care 

of the asbestos removal for Mr. Charles Fields home on Stokes Street.  She said SS&S would 

start their work around the first of October.  

 

 

9. Comprehensive Plan 

 

Community Development Director Wilson advised they were working on the surveys.  She 

hoped to have the draft for the next Council Meeting.    

 

 

10. Veterans Day Event 

 

Community Development Director Wilson advised the meeting is set for this Thursday in DBi’s 

Office at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Community Development Director Wilson said they had a request to include National Guard 

Banners and are waiting on the quote.  She said they plan to purchase stickers and pens to hand 

out the day of the event. 

 

Councilman Miller said you cannot have the National Guard and not have the Army Reserve on 

banners.    

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said there is a mural that will be painted in the Town Square that will 

include the National Guard logo. 
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Mr. Zachary Whitlow suggested putting banners on the side streets in the Historic Business 

District. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said they would get additional pricing and report back to Council.  He 

said he planned to use the remaining money from the Centennial Fund to purchase the remaining 

banners.   

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck discussed the planters downtown that are not taken care of, his plan was 

to have the Town plant pansies or red, white and blue flowers for the Veterans Day Event. 

 

Councilman Nash said the only problem is that is just one time, he wished everybody would take 

care of their own planters. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck advised there would be a time capsule in Seay Park. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

1. Handicap Space – Maple Street 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said Mrs. Jean Lacks asked to withdraw her request.   

 

Mayor Coleburn asked if there are sufficient handicap spots in that area.  Manager 

Vannoorbeeck replied no, he did not think there were any handicap spots in that area.  He said 

the whole sidewalk in front of the barber shop could use some work. 

 

Mayor Coleburn referred handicap parking in the Maple Street area to the Street and Light 

Committee. 

 

 

2. Line of Duty Act – Fire Department – Resolution 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said he received an email from VRS stating the Town must recognize 

their volunteer companies. 

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to adopt the Resolution as presented.  The motion was 

seconded by Councilman Morgan. 
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Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Wilkinson  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Hasbrouck  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Jones   - Aye 

  Councilman Morgan   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Miller   - Aye 

 

 

3. Welcome Sign Planters 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said he and Transit Director Worrell would be working on the sign on 

Church Street with the civic clubs. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said in the beginning with planters there were sponsors, we have three 

currently and are requesting the fourth be for Bevell’s in honor of Mr. Bobby Daniels.  He asked 

that the Town pay the $595.00.     

 

Councilman Miller made a motion to approve the welcome sign planter be paid by the Town 

for recognition of Bevell’s.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Thompson. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Wilkinson  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Hasbrouck  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Jones   - Aye 

  Councilman Morgan   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Miller   - Aye 

 

 

COMMITTEE REFERRALS: 

 

There were no referrals. 
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MAYORS MINUTE: 

 

Mayor Coleburn said Ms. Janet Wilson came to see him about the old roller skates from the 

Armory.  He said he contacted Mr. Walter Mac Osborne and they have them.  He said Ms. 

Wilson wants the skates declared surplus for the youth in her church.  He added Mr. Osborne 

asked to save some for a potential museum one day. 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said it was a great idea but an ad needed to be put in the paper to declare 

surplus.    

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to declare the skate’s surplus with the Town retaining a few.  

The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Thompson.  

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Wilkinson  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Hasbrouck  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Jones   - Aye 

  Councilman Morgan   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Miller   - Aye 

 

 

POLICE REPORT: 

 

There was nothing to report. 

 

 

CITIZENS COMMENTS: 

 

Two Police Cars 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said he sent an email Friday in regards to two police cars.  He said one 

the motor is blown and would require $5,000.00 in repairs and the other is Investigator Murphy’s 

explorer, the transmission is out, which may be under warranty.   

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said Friday was the deadline to order the police package explorer so he 

issued a purchase order.  He said this is unfunded, we just bought two police cars, but there is 

money from selling old trucks, roughly $19,000.00.    

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to ratify the actions taken by Manager Vannoorbeeck to 

purchase a police package explorer using the $19,000.00 plus $10,000.00 from upcoming 

surplus.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Morgan.  
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Manager Vannoorbeeck said the purchase price is $29,510.00. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Wilkinson  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Hasbrouck  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Jones   - Aye 

  Councilman Morgan   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Miller   - Aye 

 

Pickett – Booster Station 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said as we are starting on the Water Project with contractors, it was 

discovered the Town did not own the property for the booster station, it still belongs to the 

Federal Government.  He said there is property across the street that is owned by Nottoway 

County and he has contacted Mr. Ronald Roark.  He said the Town will be needing an area of 

about 50x50.  He will report back to Council once he has drawings and more information. 

 

Burn Building 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said we have been struggling with trying to make repairs at the Burn 

Building.  He said we have contacted the former chairman of the Southside Fire Commission 

about the checking account.  He said Mr. Ronald Roark suggested having a meeting with the 

emergency services board, so Chief Schutt will be getting this together.   

 

Mayor Coleburn said what needs to happen is Blackstone own the building and assure Crewe 

and Burkeville they can train anytime.  He said if everything works out then ask the County 

when they distribute the decal money, that $20,000.00 a year go towards maintenance of the 

Burn Building. 

 

Cemetery Bill 

 

Mayor Coleburn explained his portion of Attorney Bacon’s invoice.  He said there is $120.00 for 

research for grave fee moratorium.  He said everyone knows he is not crazy about the $200.00 

burial fee, but recently he received a call from a funeral director stating a local resident would 

not pay the fee.  He told the director he could not do anything so he asked Attorney Bacon to 

research if the Mayor had authority to declare a moratorium and found there is no authority. 

 

Councilman Nash asked about the Cemetery and buying back lots.  Manager Vannoorbeeck 

replied the Town Code currently permits the right of first refusal for any lot purchased in the 

cemetery.  Councilman Nash replied if we could buy them back at the price they purchased it for.    
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Manager Vannoorbeeck questioned who is authorized to have the say over lots, what are the 

legal requirements.   

 

Mayor Coleburn asked if the Committee would discuss reducing or eliminate the burial fee.  

 

Councilman Nash asked about the no parking spot on West Irvin.  Manager Vannoorbeeck 

replied they were waiting for a request from the Post Office before there is further discussion. 

 

Town Square 

 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said he and Councilwoman Hasbrouck met with some individuals last 

week that were requesting a price on the Town Square.   He read the requirements from a council 

meeting on June 18, 2012. 

 

Councilwoman Hasbrouck said she was concerned because previously it was called The Hole 

and now it’s called the Town Square, that makes it an emotional ownership.   

 

There was discussion about the sale but no action was taken.    Councilman Nash said we need to 

look at the stipulations of the grant. 

 

Mayor Coleburn referred the sale of the Town Square to the Buildings, Property & Cemetery 

Committee. 

. 

 

CLOSED SESSION: 

 

 Virginia Code Section 2.2-3711 

 

1/ Personnel – Town Manager 

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to go into Closed Session for discussion, consideration, or 

interviews of prospective candidates for employment; assignment, appointment, promotion, 

performance, demotion, salaries, disciplining, or resignation of specific public officers, 

appointees, or employees of any public body.  The motion was seconded by Councilman 

Morgan. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked all in favor or opposed: 

 

VOTE:       

  Councilman Nash   - Aye 

  Councilman Wilkinson  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Hasbrouck  - Aye 

  Councilwoman Jones   - Aye 

  Councilman Morgan   - Aye 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Aye 

  Councilman Miller   - Aye 



20 

 

Councilman Nash made a motion to certify that to the best of each member’s knowledge only 

public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements and only such 

public business matters as were identified in the motion by which the Closed Meeting was 

convened, were heard, discussed or considered in the meeting.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilman Miller. 

 

Mayor Coleburn asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

 

VOTE: 

  Councilman Nash   - Certify 

  Councilman Wilkinson  - Certify 

  Councilwoman Hasbrouck  - Certify 

  Councilwoman Jones   - Certify 

  Councilman Morgan   - Certify 

  Councilwoman Thompson  - Certify 

  Councilman Miller   - Certify 

 

 

Councilman Wilkinson suggested for the upcoming cookouts that everybody attend everyone’s 

Ward Cookout to show solidarity. 

 

 

 

There being no further business to bring before Council, Mayor Coleburn declared the meeting 

adjourned at 8:53 p.m. 

 

 

 

______________________________MAYOR 

OF THE TOWN OF BLACKSTONE, VIRGINIA 

 

 

_______________________________APPROVED AND ADOPTED 

 

 

_______________________________TOWN CLERK 

OF THE TOWN OF BLACKSTONE, VIRGINIA 


